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MEMORANDUM OPINION

On Aprill8,2025 ,Defendant DartanianOwens entereda
guiltypleaintheabove —-captionedcaseto onecountofCarrying
aPistolWithoutalLicense (OutsideHomeorBusiness) in

violationof D.C.CodeS§22 -4504 (a) .

BecausetheCourtmaysentenceMr.Owenswhowas 20years
oldatthetimeofhisconviction underthe YouthRehabilitation
Act (“YRA”), D.C. Code §§S 24-901-907,theCourtnowissuesthis
writtenstatementontherecordofthereasonsforits

determination.

IndecidingtosentencepursuanttotheYRA, theCourt
considersallofthefactorssetforthinthatstatute.

Specifically, theCourtevaluates:

(a) The youth offender’s age at the time of the offense:

Mr.Owenswas20yearsoldatthetimeoftheoffenseandthus



falls within the YRA’s definition of a “youth offender.” D.C.

Codes24 -901(06).

(b) Thenatureoftheoffense

Mr.OwenspledguiltytoonecountofCarryingaPistolWithout

aLiicense (CPWL) .TheunderlyingfactsindicatethatMr. Owens

wasdrivingavehiclereportedstoleninanarmedcarjacking
whenofficersattemptedtoconductatrafficstop.Mr.Owens
fledfromthevehiclewhileclutchinghiswaistband, leadingto
therecoveryofaloadedfirearmalonghisflightpath.The

firearmwasnotbrandished, aimed, orusedtothreatenanyone.

(c) PriorsentencingundertheYRA

Mr.OwenshasbeensentencedpreviouslyundertheYRAincase

number 2022CMD5257 formisdemeanoroffensesincludingsimple
assault, second -degreetheft,unlawfulentry,anddestructionof
property.HealsoreceivedaYRAsentencein 2023CF2005185

attemptedcarryingapistolwithoutalicense.

(d) Compliancewiththerulesofanyfacilitytowhichthe

defendanthasbeencommittedorwiththetermsofpretrial

release:
Mr.Owenshasstruggledwithcompliancewhileonsupervision.

Hisrecordreflectsfailurestoreport,noncompliancewithdrug

testing, andunsuccessfulcompletionofpriorcourt -ordered

for



programming.However, hehasremainedmisconduct -freewhile

detainedattheDCJailpendingthissentencing.

(e) ParticipationinrehabilitativeDistrictprograms

Mr.Owenshasmadeinconsistenteffortstoengagein
rehabilitativeservices.Hepreviouslyenrolledinabarbering
programandworkedinformallyasabarber.Whileunder
supervision,hefailedtoconsistentlyattendoutpatient
substanceabusetreatmentbu tdidcompleteaportionofhisstay

attheReentryandSanctionsCenter (RSC) .

(f) Previouscontactswiththejuvenileandcriminaljustice

systems:
Mr.Owenshasjuvenilecontactsincludinga consentdecreefor
robberyin2021 ,followedbymultiplemisdemeanorconvictionsas

anadult.Thismatterishis firstfelonyconviction.

(g) Familyandcommunitycircumstancesatthetimeofthe

offense:

Mr. Owenswasraisedbyasupportivemotherandhasastable
homeplantoreturntoat 3062StantonRoadSE, Apartment202 ’
Washington,DC.Heisthefatherofaone -year-oldson, forwhom
hehasexpressedadesiretoprovidestabilitymovingforward.
Hismotherconfirmshisstruggleswithgriefafterthedeathof

hisfatherandbestfriendinhisearlyteenageyears.



(h) Theabilitytoappreciatetherisksandconsequencesofhis

conduct:

Mr.Owenspledguiltyandacceptedresponsibilityforhis
conduct.Hehasexpressedthathismotivationforpossessingthe
firearmwasforprotection, acknowledgingpoordecision -making
butdemonstratingabasicunderstandingoftherisksassociated

withf irearms.

(i) Reportsofphysical,mental,orpsychiatric examinations:

Mr.Owenshasnoseriousphysicalhealthconcernsbuthas
recentlyreportedmentalhealthstruggles, including anxiety,
sleepdisturbances, anddepressivethoughts. WhileattheDC
Jail, hewasprescribed PrazosinandTrazodone formentalhealth
symptoms.Recordssuggestahistoryof Post-TraumaticStress

Disorder (PTSD) relatedtounresolvedgriefandtrauma.

(J) Useofcontrolledsubstances

Mr.Owenshasadocumentedhistoryof CannabisUseDisorder
(mild) andconflictingrecordsaboutSuboxoneuse,potentially
forbarterpurposeswhileincarcerated.Hissubstanceuse
historyprimarilyinvolvesmarijuanaasacopingmechanism.He

hasnottestedpositiveforhardersubstancessuchasopioids.

(k) Capacityforrehabilitation:

Despitesetbacksonsupervision,Mr.Owenshasdemonstrated



the capacityforrehabilitation , particularlywhenprovidedwith
structure.Hehasexpressedadesiretocompletehis GED, engage
in vocationaltraining ,andattend trauma-focusedcounseling to
addresshis griefandmentalhealthissues.Thesupportofhis

mother, thedesiretoparenthisyoungchild, andhisownstated
goalsindicatethatrehabilitationremainspossiblewiththe

rightinterventions.

(1) Victimimpactstatement:

Thereisnovictiminthiscase.Thegovernmenthasreported no

victimimpactstatement.

Fullconsiderationofallthesefactorsdemonstratestothe
CourtthatMr.Owensshouldbetreatedasayouthoffenderfor
thepurposeofsentencing.Accordingly, the Courtgranteda

sentencepursuanttotheYRAinthiscase.
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