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Homegrown: U.S. Federal Cases AgainstISIS /)
(2014 - 2026) @ NCITE

Seamus Hughes, Callie Vitro, Camden Carmichael, Mackenzie Harms, Austin Doctor
National Counterterrorism Innovation, Technology, and Education Center

The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) is a transnational Salafijihadist terrorist group, designated as a
foreign terrorist organization (FTO) by the U.S. Department of State. Since 2014 when the leader of ISIS
declared the global caliphate, 280 individuals have been federally charged with ISIS-related crimes in U.S.
federal courts. Since ISIS is a designated FTO, most cases (74.28%) involving ISIS-related activity involve the
use of material support statutes. This brief summarizes the scope of federal court cases related to ISIS in the
U.S. since 2014.

ISIS Federal Cases by the Numbers

Since 2014, 280 individuals have been federally charged for ISIS-related activity in the U.S. Defendants
ranged from 17 to 56 years old with an average age of 27 years old. Of the defendants, 231 (82.50%) were
U.S. citizens or permanent legal residents of the U.S. The vast majority of ISIS related defendants are male
(90.71%). 208 individuals (74.28%) received a charge of material support of terrorism. As of September 1,
2026, 239 defendants (85.35%) have been found guilty or pled guilty to their charges.
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Federal Cases for ISIS-related Activity by Year
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Sentencing ISIS-adherents

Since 2014, 227 defendants have been sentenced for ISIS-related activity. Of those cases, the shortest sentence
was time served and the longest was life in prison. The average sentence for I1SIS-related activity was 12.93
years” imprisonment. The majority of defendants (57.14%) received sentences under 200 months.

Length of Sentences for ISIS Cases in the U.S.
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Note: Sentence lengths are referring to the number of months imprisonment the defendant received.
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ISIS Federal Cases Across the U.S.

Method and Inclusion Criteria

The dataset used in this infographic is comprised of open-source U.S. federal court records. Cases were
included if the individual was charged with a federal crime and self-described or was described by the
investigating agency as an ISIS member or adherent. Cases were also cross-referenced from the court records
database with Department of Justice press releases on arrests. This snapshot is a part of a project examining

federal charges used to address the growing threat posed by terrorists and other homeland threat actors in
the U.S. The data does not include state-level charges.

To Cite this Report

Hughes, S., Vitro, C., Carmichael, C., Harms, M., and Doctor, A. Homegrown: U.S. Federal Cases Against
ISIS (2014 - 2025). A technical report from the National Counterterrorism, Innovation, Technology, and
Education (NCITE) Center based on work supported in part by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security
under Grant Award Number, 20STTPC00001-06. Omaha, NE.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND DISCLAIMER

@ ncite.unomaha.edu
This work is funded under a cooperative agreement (Grant Award Number 20STTPC00001-06) and N ‘ | | E .
managed by DHS’s Office of University Programs (OUP). The information contained within this report \. @ ncite@unomaha.edu

is curated by the authors and should not be interpreted as necessarily representing the official policies, A DHS CENTER OF EXCELLENCE m NCITE
either expressed or implied, of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.




	Homegrown: U.S. Federal Cases Against ISIS (2014 - 2026)
	Homegrown: U.S. Federal Cases Against ISIS




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Homegrown_ U.S. Federal Cases Against ISIS (2014-2025).pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 5



		Passed: 25



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Skipped		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

