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All,
 
Attached is the Audit and Compliance Committee agenda with materials that has been prepared for
briefings next week. This has been shared with the trustees via Diligent. Please let me know if you
have any questions.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kiara Gayle
Director, Board Operations
Office of General Counsel
University of South Florida
Cell: (717)713-4145
Office: (813) 974-8246
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Board of Trustees Audit & Compliance Committee 


 
Friday, August 22, 2025 


 
Microsoft Teams Virtual Meeting 


 
Trustees: Sandra Callahan, Chair; Charbel Barakat, Oscar Horton, Lauran Monbarren 


 
 


A G E N D A 


 
I. Call to Order and Comments Chair Sandra Callahan 


 
II. Public Comments Subject to USF Procedure Chair Callahan 


 
III. New Business – Action Items 


 
a. Approval of May 20, 2025, Meeting Note                                                         Chair Callahan 


 
b. Approval to Submit Foreign Influence Annual Report                 Chief Compliance Officer,


         Dr. Caroline Fultz-Carver 
 


c. Approval of FY26 Internal Audit Work Plan              Chief Internal Auditor, Virginia Kalil 
 
IV. New Business – Information Items 


 
a. Internal Audit Annual Report 2024-2025              Chief Internal Auditor, Virginia Kalil 


 
b. Foreign Travel Annual Report 2024-2025     Director, Research Integrity & Compliance 


                                                                                                                                       Dr. Jason Ramage 


V. Adjournment Chair Callahan 
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USF Board of Trustees 
Audit & Compliance Committee 


NOTES 
May 20, 2025 


Microsoft Teams Virtual Meeting 
 


I. Call to Order and Comments 


The meeting of the Audit & Compliance Committee was called to order by Chair Callahan. 
Chair Callahan asked Kiara Guzzo to call roll. Ms. Guzzo called roll with the following 
committee members present: Sandra Callahan, Charbel Barakat, and Lauran Monbarren. A 
quorum was established. 


II. Public Comments Subject to USF Procedure 


No requests for public comments were received.  


III. New Business – Action Items 


a. Approval of February 24, 2025, Meeting Notes 


Upon request and receiving no changes to the meeting notes, Chair Callahan requested a 
motion for approval. Trustee Monbarren made the motion, which was seconded by 
Trustee Barakat, and the February 24th meeting notes were unanimously approved as 
written. 


b. Approval of Revised Compliance & Ethics Program Plan 


Caroline Fultz-Carver, Ph.D., Chief Compliance Officer (CCO), presented the revised 
Compliance & Ethics Program Plan for review and approval. The Program Plan 
outlines how the Office of Compliance & Ethics (OCE) meets its responsibilities for 
coordinating and managing all university compliance and ethics activities. Florida 
Board of Governors (BOG) Regulation 4.003, State University System Compliance and 
Ethics Programs, requires OCE to have a Program Plan which is reviewed and 
approved by the Board of Trustees (BOT) through the BOT-Audit and Compliance 
Committee (ACC). The Program Plan was reviewed for compliance with BOG 
Regulation 4.003, the seven elements of an effective compliance & ethics program, and 
industry best practices. It included proposed revisions to Elements One and Seven 
sections of the Program Plan.  


Element One addresses governance and high-level oversight. This section was revised 
to reflect the Risk Committee and its responsibilities, which is an expansion of the 
previous Executive Compliance and Ethics Council (ECEC). The revisions aimed at 
further enhancing the University’s Enterprise Risk Management (ERM) program. The 
Risk Committee is chaired by the Chief of Staff, as the President’s representative, and 
includes members of the President’s Cabinet as well as other senior leaders.  


There were accountable and direct reporting changes to the CCO made to the Senior 
Compliance Officer section of Element One in the program plan to reflect current 
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governance structure. The Equal Opportunity and Americans with Disabilities Act 
Compliance Officer position, formerly a direct report, is now an accountable report to 
the CCO and is part of the Employee Experience Team in Human Resources 
Compliance. Environmental Health and Safety, formerly an accountable report, is now 
a direct report to the CCO. There was also the addition of a new Foreign Influence 
Officer position as a direct report to the CCO.  


Element Seven of the Program Plan addresses risk assessment, auditing, and 
monitoring. This section was revised to reflect enhancements to the ERM process, 
where risk assessment frequency changed from once every three years to annually. 
Additional clarification was added regarding the cyclical ERM process  of risk 
identification and assessment;  reporting; and mitigation and treatment. 


Chair Callahan requested a motion for approval. Trustee Monbarren made the motion, 
which was seconded by Trustee Barakat, and the motion was unanimously passed.  


IV. New Business – Audit & Compliance Committee Information Items 


a. USF/DSO Independent Audit Reports  
 


Jennifer Condon, Vice President of Business & Finance and Chief Financial Officer, 
presented information on the University of South Florida (university) and Direct 
Support Organization’s (DSO’s) Independent Audit Finding Reports, which describe 
audit findings and auditor recommendations, and management’s responses and 
correction status. For Fiscal Year 2024, all six university and nine DSO audit reports are 
received.   
 
The only report received since the last audit committee meeting was the Statewide 
Federal awards audit and no findings or recommendations were identified. Neither the 
university nor the DSOs have any open current or prior year findings or 
recommendations.  The only item still being monitored is one exception noted in the 
fiscal year 2024 NCAA Agreed Upon Procedures report on the Intercollegiate Athletics 
Program.  The exception is on track to be fully closed on June 30th, after enhanced 
procedures for financial aid variance monitoring are performed. 


b. 2024 Compliance & Ethics Annual Report  


Caroline Fultz-Carver, Ph.D., CCO, presented information on the 2024 Compliance & 
Ethics Annual Report, which summarized the activities of the OCE during calendar year 
2024. This report fulfills the annual reporting requirement pursuant to BOG regulation 
4.003 and was provided to the committee in accordance with the BOT-ACC-approved 
Compliance & Ethics Program Plan. In addition, the OCE will also submit a copy of the 
annual report to the Florida Board of Governors (BOG). 


In calendar year 2024, OCE had several organizational changes, including two new hires 
and one position reclass. OCE hired a new office manager and a new Assistant 
Compliance Officer for Foreign Influence. The Associate Compliance Officer position 
was reclassified and became the Associate Compliance Officer and Foreign Influence 
Officer.  
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Dr. Fultz-Carver presented highlights from the 2024 OCE Annual Report, including: the 
Florida Code of Ethics (FCOE) policy, Foreign Influence Compliance policy, Enterprise 
Risk Management process, eDisclose, and EthicsPoint. 


OCE strengthened the Florida Code of Ethics Policy, USF Policy 0-027, to clarify the 
State of Florida’s outside activity and financial interest disclosure requirements for 
researchers by outlining how management is responsible for timely and consistent 
implementation of progressive discipline for employees found to be non-compliant and 
for reporting these actions to OCE. The OCE assists management in ensuring that any 
progressive discipline is consistently applied across the institution as well as assisting 
with corrective and preventative actions to prevent non-compliance from happening in 
the future. 


OCE also drafted a new Foreign Influence Policy, USF Policy 0-030, Foreign Influence 
Compliance. USF is the first and only institution in the State University System (SUS) of 
Florida to have a Foreign Influence Compliance policy. This policy identifies and 
clarifies how the university complies with five State of Florida foreign influence laws, as 
well as one Federal foreign-influence-related law from the Department of Education. Dr. 
Fultz-Carver shared with the Committee that USF was also the first institution in the SUS 
to hire a dedicated Foreign Influence Compliance Officer. The purpose of this policy was 
to set clear parameters for the university and its employees with respect to the types of 
activities that may be engaged in with foreign entities, what is and what is not allowable, 
as well as management’s responsibilities. 


OCE also worked to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of the annual, cyclical, 
Enterprise Risk Management process comprised of three cyclical steps. The risk 
identification and assessment step was made more consistent and effective through the 
development and implementation of a standardized risk dictionary, along with 
standardized risk assessment and evaluation tools. The risk reporting step was made more 
efficient by leveraging technology to generate risk footprints, not only for specific risk 
areas, but the university as a whole in terms of USF’s strategic objectives and plans. 


OCE monitored employee compliance with annual disclosure requirements pursuant to 
the Florida Code of Ethics (FCOE), which are submitted in the eDisclose system. USF’s 
overall compliance rate in 2024 was 98% and it was the same across the board for all 
three campuses.   


During 2024, OCE addressed 201 EthicsPoint reports. Of these, 27 were substantiated, 
114 were unsubstantiated, 22 were referred, and 38 remained open. Since 2022, there has 
been an upward trend in the number of cases reported in EthicsPoint, but the number of 
substantiated cases has remained relatively steady over the past three years.  


c. Antifraud Framework Annual Status  
 
Virginia Kalil, Executive Director and Chief Internal Auditor, began by wishing 
everyone a happy Internal Audit Awareness month, as May is recognized as the month 
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for promoting the positive impact internal audit makes on organizations around the 
world.  She then presented information on the University’s Antifraud Framework 
Report, in accordance with the BOG regulation 3.003, Fraud Prevention and Detection, 
which requires that the status of the University’s Antifraud Framework is reported to 
the BOT, at least annually. This is the third status to be reported to the Board. Ms. 
Kalil noted the BOG and University have specific regulations and policies that outline 
expectations related to fraud prevention and detection, including: BOG Regulation 
3.003: Fraud Prevention and Detection, USF Regulation 5.001: Fraud Prevention and 
Detection, and USF Policy 0-023; Internal Controls. 
 
Ms. Kalil then noted the four key components of the University’s Anti-Fraud 
Framework, which included: Tone at the top; Assessment of risks; Processes & 
systems; and Continuous improvement. The framework includes a commitment to 
creating an organizational culture and structure conducive to fraud risk management 
through awareness, training, and a tone at the top. This is where a zero-tolerance culture 
for unethical and fraudulent activity is cultivated.  
 
Also, Ms. Kalil highlighted the antifraud activities performed thus far during the fiscal 
year, including fraud risk assessments, EthicsPoint hotline investigations, 
recommendations and follow-up of corrective actions by Internal Audit, human resources 
system upgrade, website and policy enhancements, and the fraud awareness initiative. 
She indicated risk assessments are key to the framework’s success in helping to 
proactively identify fraud risk exposure. These assessments are conducted independently 
by both the Controller’s Office and the Internal Audit Office (IA) and the information is 
shared for relevant feedback. Internal Audit also conducts specific fraud risk assessments 
on each individual engagement they conduct. Lastly, IA was also able to build out a 
comprehensive fraud risk assessment model within the larger university model where 
DSO-specific risks are being detailed. 


In addition, EthicsPoint continues to be offered as the university’s third-party, 
anonymous, confidential hotline for reporting any suspected fraudulent activities, and 
those types of reports are then referred to IA for investigation. Throughout all the 
engagements with IA, recommendations and action plans are made with leadership. IA 
then does follow-up to ensure those are completed and closed out. Recently, one key 
recommendation that the university has just completed is the launch of the Oracle Human 
Capital Management (HCM) system, in response to some concerns regarding fraudulent 
activity that have remained on IA’s open recommendations, which will be able to be 
closed out soon.  


In regard to website and policy enhancements, IA worked with leadership across the 
university to add the anti-fraud framework to the CFO’s website for increased visibility; 
added reporting responsibility and hotline information to the Procurement website so that 
vendors can understand their roles and responsibilities; fraud prevention and detection 
reference was also added to our student concerns, processes, policy website. 


The Fraud Awareness Initiative continued this year with the goal to educate and empower 
the USF community to recognize the red flags of fraud, understand their reporting 
responsibilities, and ultimately report and act. IA delivered on-demand presentations to 
eight colleges and/or units and sent out 12 monthly flash reports via email on various 
topics. In addition, IA hosted two webinars with a total of almost 600 attendees and 
reaching 33 different units. The first webinar was with JP Morgan Chase discussing best 
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practices in cybersecurity and fraud prevention and the second was with the Florida 
Office of the Attorney General presenting on disaster fraud prevention.  


Next, Ms. Kalil highlighted the fiscal year 2025 summary of investigations, as of April 
30, 2025, which included 51 total cases: EthicsPoint was the source of reporting for 28 
cases; 16 were received by IA directly; 6 from the Florida Inspectors General office and 1 
from an External source. Out of the total 51 cases, 41 were closed, with 22 unfounded, 16 
were not reviewed/referred, and only three were founded. All three founded 
investigations were in the area of fiscal mismanagement, but none of those resulted in 
actual fraud against the university. 


Lastly, Ms. Kalil outlined how to report fraud, which included contacting the EthicsPoint 
hotline, reporting the incident to management, or reaching out to the Office of Internal 
Audit.  


V. Adjournment  
 
Having no further business, Chair Callahan adjourned the Audit & Compliance Committee 
meeting.  
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Agenda Item: iii.b 


 
 
 


USF Board of Trustees 
August 22, 2025 


 
 
Issue: Foreign Influence Annual Report 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Proposed action: Approval to submit Foreign Influence Annual Report to the 
Board of Governors 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Summary:  
 
Board of Governors (BOG) Regulation 9.012(9), Foreign Country of Concern 
Reporting Requirements; and subsequent October 2023 Guidance: Activities with 
Foreign Countries of Concern, requires each state university board of trustees to 
submit a report to the Board of Governors for approval relating to all grant 
programs, agreements, partnerships, and contracts between the state university 
and any colleges and universities based in a foreign country of concern and 
foreign principals (the “Foreign Influence Annual Report”). This report covers the 
prior fiscal year (July 1- June 30) and captures general information using a 
template approved and provided by the SUS Chancellor. The Foreign Influence 
Annual Report must be submitted to the BOG by September 30.   
 
We are seeking approval to submit the Foreign Influence Annual Report to the 
Board of Governors. 
 
 
Financial Impact: Failure to timely submit an accurate Foreign Influence Annual 
Report may result in sanctions by the Board of Governors, including, but not 
limited to, withholding performance funding. 
 


________________________________________________________________ 
 
BOT Committee Review Date: Not applicable (please see above explanation) 
Supporting Documentation Online (please circle):   Yes                     No  
Prepared by: Jorge Rodriguez, Associate Compliance Officer & Foreign Influence Compliance 
Officer, and Caroline Fultz-Carver, Chief Compliance Officer  
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Foreign Influence 
Annual Report


(July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025)


Caroline Fultz-Carver, PhD, MHA, CCEP


Chief Compliance Officer
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Our university must submit an annual report to the 


Board of Governors (BOG) of all its grants, 


partnerships, agreements, and contracts with any 


colleges or universities based in a foreign country of 


concern or with a foreign principal (the “Foreign 


Influence Annual Report”). The reporting period is 


for the prior fiscal year. The report must be 


submitted to the BOG using a template approved by 


the State University System Chancellor by 


September 30th each year.  


The Foreign Influence Annual Report requires Board 


of Trustee approval to submit the report to the BOG.


Foreign Influence Annual Report


[BOG Regulation 9.012(9), Foreign Country of Concern Reporting Requirements; 


and BOG Guidance: Activities with Foreign Countries of Concern (October 2023)]
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Foreign Principal


1) Government or an official of the government of 


a FCOC
2) Political party or a member of a political party of 


a FCOC


3) Partnerships, associations, corporations, 
organizations, or other combinations of persons 


organized under the laws of or having its 
principal place of business in a FCOC, including 
subsidiaries of these entities


4) Any person domiciled in an FCOC, where 
“domiciled” means the person is physically 


present in a FCOC with an intent return to the 
FCOC and “intent” is demonstrated by an 
absence of seeking citizenship in the United 


States


Foreign Country of Concern (FCOC)


People’s Republic of China


Russian Federation


Islamic Republic of Iran


Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 


Republic of Cuba


Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro


Syrian Arab Republic


Includes any agency of or any other entity 


under significant control of these countries


Key Terms
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Summary


Six purchase orders for commodities, which were all


o Unrelated to an academic or research collaboration with a FCOC or 
Foreign Principal 


o Met exemption criteria from the BOG preapproval requirement; 
however, requires reporting per BOG October 2023 guidance


o Expired during the reporting period (July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025)


Board of Trustees Audit & Compliance Committee - New Business - Action Items


11







Foreign Influence Compliance Partners


Data and Process Owners
• Foundation
• Institutional Research 


      Effectiveness & Assessment
• Purchasing Services
• Sponsored Research


• USF Direct Support Organizations 
• University Controller’s Office


• USF Health International 
• USF Health Office of Clinical Research
• USF World


Project Lead and Compliance Reviews
Foreign Influence Compliance within the
Office of Compliance & Ethics


Legal Consultants
Office of the General Counsel
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Discussion
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Pending  USF BOT Meeting : September 9, 2025


1. Provide the requested information for all agreements, partnerships, contracts, or grant programs between your institution and any identified 
foreign countries of concern or foreign principals in Tab 1.


4. If your institution has no agreements that meet the reporting requirements as defined in Regulation 9.012, Foreign Influence, complete the 
certification below in lieu of tabs 1 & 2. 
5. If there are questions, contact Diego Fermin, Assistant Director, Academic and Student Affairs, at Diego.Fermin@flbog.edu
Include the university contact name and email for the staff who completed the report below:


University:
    University Contact Name and Email:


    Report Approved by Board of Trustees Date:


University of South Florida
Jorge A. Rodriguez; jorgerodrigu@usf.edu


2. Provide the requested information for all offices, campuses, or physical locations used or maintained by your institution in a foreign country of 
concern or foreign principal.
3. Affirm below that the information provided has been approved by the Board of Trustees, and provide the approval date. 


Instructions


Foreign Country of Concern or Foreign Principal Reporting


Date Reviewed:


I confirm that this institution does not have any grant programs, agreements, partnerships, contracts, offices, campuses, or physical locations within 
a foreign country of concern as identified in Board of Governors Regulation 9.012, Foreign Influence, and section 288.860, Florida Statutes.  


Certification of Compliance with Regulation 9.012, Foreign Influence


University:
    University CAVP or Designee and Email:
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Type of Relationship Country of Concern Involved Foreign Principal Involved Expiration Date of Agreement Notes


Contract People's Republic of China Biotening (Beijing) Biotechnology Co., Ltd 10/15/2024
Purchase of commodities not related to academic 
or research collaboration.


Contract People's Republic of China Shenzhen ZYE Technology Co., Ltd 11/25/2024
Purchase of commodities not related to academic 
or research collaboration.


Contract People's Republic of China Zhengzhou KJ Technology Co., Ltd 12/10/2024
Purchase of commodities not related to academic 
or research collaboration.


Contract People's Republic of China Zhengzhou KJ Technology Co., Ltd 2/7/2025
Purchase of commodities not related to academic 
or research collaboration.


Contract People's Republic of China Optics Focus Instruments Co., Ltd 3/19/2025
Purchase of commodities not related to academic 
or research collaboration.


Contract People's Republic of China Novopep Limited 4/22/2025
Purchase of commodities not related to academic 
or research collaboration.
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Agenda Item: iii.c. 
 
 


USF Board of Trustees 
September 9, 2025 


 
 
Issue:  USF Internal Audit (IA) Work Plan for FY 2026 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Proposed action:  Approval of the IA Work Plan and allocation of resources. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Summary:  In accordance with the USF IA Charter, the USF Board of 
Trustees’ Audit and Compliance Committee and the President have the 
responsibility to review approve the IA Work Plan.  Additionally, the Global 
Internal Audit Standards, Board of Governors’ regulations, and the IA Charter 
require the Chief Audit Executive to communicate the plans and resource 
requirements to senior management and to the board for review and approval. 
 
The Board should consider whether the IA Work Plan is aligned with USF’s 
strategic plans, objectives, and enterprise risk.  Consider whether this plan 
optimizes the use of IA resources and the value added by the audit activity in the 
following areas:  results of operations, programs, or projects, including 
accomplishment of objectives and effective use of resources; reliability and 
integrity of financial and operating information; compliance with policies, laws, 
regulations, and ethical standards; the means to safeguard assets; loss 
prevention; fraud detection; and process improvement. 
 
Financial Impact:  N/A 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
BOT Committee Review Date:  08/22/2025 
Supporting Documentation Online (please circle): Yes      No 


FY26 USF IA Work Plan Overview 20250822 FR.pdf 
FY26 USF IA Work Plan 20250822 DR.pdf 


Prepared by:  Virginia Kalil, Executive Director/Chief Internal Auditor, USF 
Internal Audit 
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Internal Audit Work Plan
Fiscal Year 2026
Virginia L. Kalil, CIA, CISA, CFE, CRISC


Executive Director/Chief Internal Auditor


Audit & Compliance Committee | August 22, 2025
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Introduction


The Office of Internal Audit (IA) provides the University of South Florida (USF) and its direct support organizations (DSO) with 
independent and objective assurance and advisory services to assist them in effectively and efficiently achieving their strategic goals by 
evaluating and improving risk management, control, compliance, and governance processes.  These services add value and promote 
stewardship, accountability, integrity, efficiency, and compliance.  In order to facilitate these services, IA develops a risk-based work plan to 
ensure internal audit resources are appropriate, sufficient, and effectively deployed.


Professional Standards


Professional auditing standards1 require the Chief Audit Executive (CAE) to establish an internal audit plan that supports the achievement of 
the organization’s objectives.  The CAE must base the internal audit plan on a documented assessment of the organization’s strategies, 
objectives, and risks.    The CAE must then communicate the internal audit activity’s plans and resource requirements, including significant 
interim changes, to senior management and the board for review and approval.


Risk Assessment


In developing the risk-based plan, IA consults with senior management, the board, and other internal risk professionals (Compliance, Risk 
Management, Information Security, Legal, Human Resources, Police, etc.) to obtain an understanding of the organization’s strategies, key 
business objectives, associated risks, and risk management processes.  


Resources


Once the risk assessment is complete, projects are identified and prioritized in the areas of highest risk and interest (board, senior 
management, IA).  Project hours are then estimated and aligned with available resources.  Use of external auditing services may also be 
considered to supplement planned resources as deemed necessary.


Plan Highlights


The work plan for fiscal year 2025 will include coverage of data integrity, foreign influence, information technology (IT), stadium 
construction, and the DSOs.  In addition, IA will provide advisory services related to fraud awareness, foreign influence, risk management, 
implementation of the new Human Capital Management system, and emerging risks.  


1 Global Internal Audit Standards – Standard 9.4 Internal Audit Plan.
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Allocation of Time
Type of Service Total % of Total Description


Risk-Based Engagements


Assurance 4,100 13% Audits of operations and processes to address identified risks


Advisory 3,030 10% Consulting services requested or identified


Direct Support Organizations 3,360 11% Direct support organization assurance and advisory engagements 


Required Engagements 900 3% Engagements required by statute, external entities, policies, etc.


Investigations 2,729 9% Hours reserved for investigations, EthicsPoint complaints, and special projects


Follow-up 400 1% Follow-up on management action plans from prior engagements


General & Administrative 


Personnel Management & Quality Review 10,500 34% Leave, Holiday, Training, Administrative Activities, Quality Assurance Program


Recruitment & Onboarding 400 1% Talent search, hire, and integration


Vacancy 3,910 12% Estimate of potential loss of resource


Contingency 1,871 6% Reserve


31,200 100%
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University Planned Engagements
• Performance-Based Funding 


Data Integrity
• Preeminence Data Integrity
• Fraud Analytics & Awareness
• Banking Wires/EFTs
• Human Capital Management 


System Interfaces
• Contracts & Grants Reporting
• Visa Issuance & Monitoring
• Emerging Risks


• Cybersecurity
• Database Infrastructure-Oracle
• Database Infrastructure-SQL
• Microsoft 365 Platform
• Oracle Human Capital 


Management System 
• Physical Security
• Athletics
• Business and Finance Shared 


Services
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Direct Support Organization Planned 
Engagements
• Compliance with USF 


Requirements
• Donor Intent
• Cybersecurity Response Plan
• Lab Safety
• Government Property
• Cybersecurity Maturity Model 


Certification Advisory


• Contractual Funds Flow
• Compensation
• Attractive Items
• External Audit Support
• Preeminence
• Emerging Risks
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INTERNAL AUDIT WORK PLAN 
University of South Florida 
Fiscal Year 2026 
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Introduction 


The Office of Internal Audit (IA) provides the University of South Florida (USF) and its direct 
support organizations (DSO) with independent and objective assurance and advisory services to 
assist them in effectively and efficiently achieving their strategic goals by evaluating and improving 
risk management, control, compliance, and governance processes.  These services add value and 
promote stewardship, accountability, integrity, efficiency, and compliance.  In order to facilitate 
these services, IA develops a risk-based work plan to ensure internal audit resources are appropriate, 
sufficient, and effectively deployed. 


Professional Standards 


Professional auditing standards1 require the Chief Audit Executive (CAE) to establish an internal 
audit plan that supports the achievement of the organization’s objectives.  The CAE must base the 
internal audit plan on a documented assessment of the organization’s strategies, objectives, and risks.  
The CAE must then communicate the internal audit activity’s plans and resource requirements, 
including significant interim changes, to senior management and the board for review and approval. 


Risk Assessment 


In developing the risk-based plan, IA consults with senior management, the board, and other 
internal risk professionals (Compliance, Risk Management, Information Security, Legal, Human 
Resources, Police, etc.) to obtain an understanding of the organization’s strategies, key business 
objectives, associated risks, and risk management processes.   


Resources 


Once the risk assessment is complete, projects are identified and prioritized in the areas of highest 
risk and interest (board, senior management, IA).  Project hours are then estimated and aligned with 
available resources.  Use of external auditing services may also be considered to supplement planned 
resources as deemed necessary. 


Plan Highlights 


The work plan for fiscal year 2026 will include assurance coverage of performance metrics data integrity, 
information technology (IT), stadium construction, Human Capital Management, Physical Security, Athletics 
and the DSOs.  In addition, IA will provide advisory services related to fraud awareness, risk management, 
Human Capital Management interfaces, Contract & Grant reporting. Visa issuance and monitoring, and 
emerging risks.   


The work plan is pending approval by USF Board of Trustees Audit & Compliance Committee on August 22, 2025. 


 


 
1 Global Internal Audit Standards – Standard 9.4 Internal Audit Plan. 
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Work Plan Fiscal Year 2026 


Type of Service Total 
% of 
Total Description 


Risk-Based Engagements 


  Assurance 4,100 13% Audits of operations and processes to 
address identified risks 


  Cybersecurity    
  Database Infrastructure-Oracle    
  Database Infrastructure-SQL    
  Microsoft 365 Platform    
   Construction of Football Stadium*      
  Oracle Human Capital Management    
   Physical Security     
   Athletics     
  Business and Finance Shared Services*     
  Advisory 3,030 10%  Consulting services requested or identified 
  Fraud Analytics & Awareness    
   Banking Wires/EFTs     


   Human Capital Management System 
Interfaces  


    


  Contract & Grants Reporting    
  Visa Issuance & Monitoring    
   Emerging Risks     


  Direct Support Organizations 3,360 11% Direct support organization assurance and 
advisory engagements  


Required Engagements 900 3% Engagements required by statute, external 
entities, policies, etc. 


   PBF Data Integrity     
   Preeminence Data Integrity     


Investigations 2,729 9% Hours reserved for investigations, 
EthicsPoint complaints, and special projects 


Follow-up 400 1% Follow-up on management action plans 
from prior engagements 


General & Administrative        


  Personnel Management & Quality Review 10,500 34% Leave, Holiday, Training, Administrative 
Activities, Quality Assurance Program 


  Recruitment & Onboarding 400 1% Talent search, hire, and integration 
Vacancy 3,910 12% Estimate of potential loss of resource 
Contingency 1,871 6% Reserve 
  


 


31,200 100%   
           


*outsourced effort 
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Agenda Item: iv.a. 
 
 


USF Board of Trustees 
Audit & Compliance Committee 


August 22, 2025 
 
 
Issue:  USF Office of Internal Audit (IA) Annual Report for 2024-23 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Proposed action:   Informational 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Summary:  
 
The IA Work Plan for fiscal year 2024-25 was approved by the Audit & 
Compliance Committee on August 27, 2024.  This Annual Report describes the 
internal audit, advisory, and investigative activities and allocation of resources as 
compared to the approved Work Plan. 
 
In FY 2025, the audit team completed 17 audits, 26 advisory projects, and 38 
investigations.  Audit project summaries are included in the report.  Additionally, 
semiannual follow-up reports were produced summarizing the status of 
management’s actions plans to address risks identified.  
 
As part of the department’s Quality Assurance and Improvement Program 
(QAIP), internal assessments performed throughout the year confirmed IA’s 
conformance with the Institute of Internal Auditors’ International Standards for the 
Professional Practices of Internal Auditing, Code of Ethics, and Core Principles 
as well as the new Global Internal Audit Standards.   
 
 
 
 


Financial Impact:  N/A 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
BOT Committee Review Date:  08/22/2025 
Supporting Documentation Online (please circle):   Yes                     No  


2024-25 Annual Report Overview 20250822 FR.pdf 
2024-25 Internal Audit Annual Report 20250822 FR.pdf 


Prepared by:  Virginia Kalil, Executive Director/Chief Internal Auditor, USF Internal Audit 
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Internal Audit Annual Report
Fiscal Year 2025
Virginia L. Kalil, CIA, CISA, CFE, CRISC


Executive Director/Chief Internal Auditor


Audit & Compliance Committee | August 22, 2025
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Organizational Chart as of July 2024
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Total Resource Allocation


Audits/Assurance, 
26%


Advisory 
Services, 


13%


Investigations, 
13%Follow-up, 3%


Administration, 44%


On Boarding, 
1%
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Direct Services Highlights
Completed
• 17 audits (6 IT)
• 26 advisory project (7 Major)
• 38 investigations


In Progress
• 2 major consulting project
• 12 investigations


Audits/Assurance
47%


Advisory
24%


Investigations
24%


Follow-Up
5%
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University Audits Completed
• Performance-Based Funding Data Integrity
• Preeminence Data Integrity
• Foreign Influence Travel
• Foreign Influence – Screening Foreign Researchers
• Decentralized Information Technology (IT)
• Network Infrastructure
• Cloud Computing
• IT Change Management
• Remote Access
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Direct Support Organizations Audits Completed


• USF Foundation Scholarship Awards
• USF Foundation Donor Intent
• University Medical Services Association Travel Expenditures
• University Medical Services Association Data Privacy
• Institute of Applied Engineering Deltek Logical Access Review
• Institute of Applied Engineering Procurement Card Audit
• USF Research Foundation Intellectual Property
• USF Research Foundation Accounting Policies
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Recommendations & Implementations
• Categories:


oAssignment of Responsibility
oAuthorization:  Adequacy & Timeliness
oCompliance with Federal Laws
oCompliance with State and Local Laws (Not  USF)
oDonor/Grantor Intent
oEffective & Efficient Operations
o IT: Confidentiality, Integrity, & Availability of Data/Systems
oReporting:  Accuracy, Completeness, & Timeliness
oSafeguarding of Assets
oSeparation of Duties
o Training & Guidance:  Accuracy, Completeness, & Timeliness


• 93% implementation rate of management action plans*


*Adjusted to excluded action plans not yet due on June 30, 2025
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Quality Assurance & Improvement Program
• Internal assessments confirmed conformance with the Institue 


of Internal Audit (IIA) Standards
• External assessment required every five years performed in 


2023 confirmed conformance with IIA Standards
• Next external assessment planned to be conducted in Spring 


2028
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Service to the Profession


8


Educational 
Sessions


197


Session
Attendees


2


Chief Audit 
Executive 


Roundtables


112


Hours


• Information Technology (IT)
• Data Analytics
• Governance


• Quality Assurance
• Fraud Prevention & Detection


3


Committees for 
Professional 
Association


2


Mentoring 
Program
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Questions
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


It is my pleasure to present the Office of Internal 
Audit’s (IA’s) Annual Report for fiscal year 2025.  
IA concluded the year by completing: 


 17 audits, including six (6) related to 
Information Technology (IT) ,  


 26 advisory projects including seven (7) major 
advisory services, and  


 38 investigations. 


Also, projects in progress at year-end included: 


o Two (2) major consulting projects, and 
o 12 investigations. 


Beyond these projects noted above, the department’s most 
significant events this year included recruiting and on-
boarding new talent; redesigning IA tools and 
techniques in alignment with the new Global Internal 
Audit Standards; developing a new IA data strategy; 
supporting the new enterprise risk management process; 
updating IA’s enterprise-wide risk assessments to 
incorporate specific direct support organizational risks 
and the latest cybersecurity framework; and continuing 
IA’s fraud awareness initiative. 


The IA team’s efforts throughout the year assisted 
leadership with ensuring the appropriate internal control 
structure was in place to:  minimize the risk of asset 
loss, including fraud; promote effectiveness and efficiency 
of resources; comply with applicable laws, rules, and 
regulations; and ensure data supporting the preeminence 
and performance-based metrics could be relied upon.  
Summaries of the work performed are included within 
this report. 


In response to the audit work performed and in 
demonstrating their commitment to excellence, 
leadership improved the control environment through the 
implementation of 93% of action plans due during the 
fiscal year. 


Along with the internal work performed, the team 
continued to support external services received from the 
Governor’s Chief Inspector General, the State Auditor 
General, the Board of Governors Office of Inspector 
General and Compliance, and other external auditors. 


As part of the Quality and Assurance Improvement 
Program, IA’s internal assessments confirmed 
conformance to professional internal audit standards.  
An external assessment, required at least once every five 


years, was performed in 2023.  Based on the internal 
and external assessments, it was determined IA 
“generally conforms” to the Institute of Internal 
Auditors IA Standards, Code of Ethics, and Core 
Principles, which is the highest level of achievement in 
the assessment process.  


Lastly, IA is proud of the experience and 
professionalism of its staff.  The team’s continued service 
to the internal audit profession included, but was not 
limited to, providing subject matter experts to share 
knowledge and experience through working groups, 
speaking engagements, conferences, and specific training 
events with the Association of College and University 
Auditors, the Institute of Internal Auditors, the 
Association of Inspectors General, and the USF 
Muma College of Business.  Specific highlights this year 
included: 


 112 hours facilitating 
 Eight (8) educational events to 
 197 participants;  
 Two (2) opportunities to advise on chief audit 


executive roundtables; 
 Three (3) team members serving on 


committees for professional associations; and 
 Two (2) team members participating in a 


mentoring program. 


Also, in alignment with the team’s strategic objectives 
for talent development: 


 Five (5) team members achieved the 
Analytics Certified Data Analyst (ACDA) 
designation;  


 The IA team participated in 260 continuing 
professional educational hours advancing the 
team’s technology-related knowledge; and 


 Two (2) team members earned new 
professional certifications. 


Congratulations to the team for a job well done!  Thank 
you to the Board of Trustees, President, and senior 
leadership for their support in this year’s 
accomplishments. 


 
Virginia L. Kalil, CIA, CFE, CISA, CRISC 
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USF OFFICE OF INTERNAL AUDIT


Virginia Kalil, Executive Director/Chief 
Internal Auditor 


 Certified Internal Auditor 
 Certified Information Systems Auditor 
 Certified Fraud Examiner 
 Certified in Risk and Information 


Systems Control 
 BS Accounting, University of South 


Florida 


Kate Head, Director of Audits & 
Investigations 


 Certified Public Accountant  
 Certified Information Systems Auditor  
 Certified Fraud Examiner  
 Certified Inspector General 
 BS Accounting, Oklahoma State 


Jennifer Dent, Assistant Director 


 Certified Public Accountant 
 Certified Information Systems Auditor 
 Certified Fraud Examiner 
 MAcc, University of Texas 
 BS Marketing, University of Maryland 


Berina Fazlic-Frljak, Assistant Director 


 Certified Internal Auditor 
 Certified Fraud Examiner 
 Certified in Risk Management Assurance 
 MBA, Louisiana State University 
 BS International Trade and Finance, 


Louisiana State University 


Glenn Hoffman, Assistant Director, 
Information Technology Audit 


 Certified Information Systems Auditor 
 Certified HITRUST CSF Practitioner 
 Certified HITRUST Quality Professional 
 BBA Economics, Bernard M. Baruch 


College, CUNY 


 


 


Melissa Rodriguez, Investigations Manager 


 Certified Fraud Examiner 
 Certified Cryptocurrency Financial 


Investigator 
 BS Accounting, Kaplan University 


William Bousman, Senior Audit Consultant 


 Certified Internal Auditor 
 Certified Fraud Examiner 
 Certified Inspector General Auditor 
 Certified Inspector General Investigator 
 BS Accounting, University of South 


Florida 
Kethessa Carpenter, Senior Audit Consultant 


 Certified Public Accountant  
 Certified Internal Auditor  
 BA Business Administration & 


Accounting, St. Leo University 


Joe Garcia, Senior Information Technology 
Audit Consultant 


 Certified Information Systems Auditor 
 Certified Customer Success Manager 
 BS Accounting with Computer Science 


Minor, University of Central Florida 
 
John Kraus, Senior Audit Consultant 


 Certified Public Accountant 
 MAcc, University of South Florida 
 BS Accounting, University of South 


Florida 


Luise A. Odenheimer, Senior Audit 
Consultant 


 Certified Internal Auditor 
 Certified Fraud Examiner 
 Certified in Risk Management Assurance 
 Certified Anti-Money Laundering 


Specialist 
 MA Economics, Montclair State 


University 
 BS Business Administration & 


Marketing, West Virginia University 
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Ivan Viamontes, Senior Information 
Technology Audit Consultant 


 Certified Public Accountant 
 Certified Fraud Examiner 
 Certified Information Systems Auditor 
 Certified Information Systems Security 


Professional  
 Certified Data Privacy Solutions 


Engineer 
 Certified Cloud Security Professional 
 MAcc, University of South Florida 
 MBA, University of South Florida 
 BS Business Administration in 


Accounting & MIS, University of South 
Florida 


 BA Criminology, University of South 
Florida 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Derek Cooper, Audit Consultant 


 MAcc, University of South Florida 
 BS Accounting, University of South 


Florida 
   Minor, Management 


Soranda Escalante, Audit Consultant 


 BS Accounting, Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical University 


Keeyon Hamlett, Audit Consultant 


 BS Information Systems, University of 
Alabama in Burmingham 


Katy Acevedo, Executive Office 
Administrator 


 BS, Interdisciplinary Studies, Herbert H. 
Lehman College, CUNY 


Board of Trustees Audit & Compliance Committee - New Business - Information Items


41







 


INTERNAL AUDIT 2024-25 5 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY.............................................................................................................................. 2 


USF OFFICE OF INTERNAL AUDIT ...................................................................................................... 3 


MISSION, PURPOSE, AND ORGANIZATION ..................................................................................... 6 


AUDITS .............................................................................................................................................................. 6 


 Performance-Based Funding Data Integrity ..................................................................................................................... 6 
 Preeminence Data Integrity ................................................................................................................................................. 6 
 Foreign Influence Travel Screening ................................................................................................................................... 7 
 Foreign Influence Screening of Foreign Researchers ..................................................................................................... 7 
 USF Foundation (USFF) Scholarship Awards ................................................................................................................. 7 
 USFF Donor Intent .............................................................................................................................................................. 7 
 University Medical Service Association (UMSA) Travel Expenditures ....................................................................... 7 
 UMSA Data Privacy .............................................................................................................................................................. 8 
 Institute of Applied Engineering (IAE) Deltek Logical Access .................................................................................... 8 
 IAE Procurement Card (PCard) Program ........................................................................................................................ 8 
 USF Research Foundation (USFRF) Intellectual Property (IP) .................................................................................... 8 
 USFRF Accounting Policies and Procedures ................................................................................................................... 8 
 Information Technology Decentralized Controls ........................................................................................................... 9 
 Network Infrastructure ......................................................................................................................................................... 9 
 Cloud Computing .................................................................................................................................................................. 9 
 Change Management ............................................................................................................................................................. 9 
 Remote Access ....................................................................................................................................................................... 9 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ............................................................................................................. 9 


ADVISORY SERVICES ................................................................................................................................ 10 


INVESTIGATIONS ...................................................................................................................................... 10 


FRAUD AWARENESS ................................................................................................................................. 11 


FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITY ............................................................................................................................ 11 


ACTIVITY ANALYSIS ................................................................................................................................. 13 


QUALITY ASSURANCE AND IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM ........................................................ 14 


PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES ................................................................................................................. 14 


 


Board of Trustees Audit & Compliance Committee - New Business - Information Items


42







 


INTERNAL AUDIT 2024-25 6 


MISSION, PURPOSE, AND 
ORGANIZATION 


The Office of Internal Audit (IA) provides the 
University of South Florida (USF) with 
independent, objective assurance and advisory 
services designed to add value and improve the 
university’s operations. IA’s mission is to 
enhance and protect organizational value 
through risk-based and objective assurance, 
advice, insight, and foresight and assist the 
university in achieving its strategic goals by 
bringing a systematic, disciplined approach to 
evaluating and improving the effectiveness of 
governance, risk management, and control 
processes.  These services add value and 
promote stewardship, accountability, integrity, 
efficiency, and compliance. 


In order to effectively fulfill its responsibilities, 
IA is organizationally independent from the 
University’s operational activities and 
structurally reports at an appropriate level 
within the organization to support its 
organizational independence.  IA reports 
functionally to the Audit and Compliance 
Committee (ACC) of the Board of Trustees 
(BOT) and administratively to the University 
President.  This reporting relationship ensures 
responsibilities are carried out in a manner free 
from actual or perceived impairment. 


The nature and scope of services provided by 
IA include audits, compliance reviews, 
management advisory services, and 
investigations.  IA is committed to being 
insightful, proactive, and future-focused and 
upholding the values of integrity, objectivity, 
respect, confidentiality, excellence, and 
collaboration in the performance of their 
duties. 


AUDITS 


IA projects are performed in accordance with 
the 2024 Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) Global 


Internal Audit Standards.  The IIA is the 
recognized authority for those in the internal 
audit profession and the IIA standards are 
required by the Florida Board of Governor’s 
Regulation 4.002 (6)(a) State University System 
Chief Audit Executives. 


USF has adopted the Committee of 
Sponsoring Organizations of the Treadway 
Commission (COSO) Control Framework 
which is utilized by IA to assess the 
effectiveness of the University’s internal 
control systems in place.  USF’s internal 
control objectives are communicated to all 
USF employees via USF Policy 0-023 Internal 
Control.  


Performance-Based Funding Data 
Integrity  


IA reviewed the processes and controls 
established to ensure the completeness, 
accuracy, and timeliness of data submissions 
relied upon by the Board of Governors (BOG) 
to support the Performance-Based Funding 
measures. 


Based on the review, IA concluded the system 
of internal control that ensures the 
completeness, accuracy, and timeliness of data 
submissions to the BOG, which supports the 
PBF measures, offered significant assurance. 


Preeminence Data Integrity  


IA reviewed the processes and controls 
established to ensure the completeness, 
accuracy, and timeliness of data submissions 
relied upon by the BOG to support 
calculations for the 13 preeminence metrics 
and assess USF’s eligibility under the Florida 
Statute 1001.7065 Preeminent state research 
universities program.  


Based on the review, IA concluded the 
processes and internal controls in place to 
ensure the completeness, accuracy, and 
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timeliness of data submissions which support 
the Preeminence metrics offered significant 
assurance for metrics A-E and I-L and offered 
moderate assurance for metrics F-H and M due 
to enhancements needed related to data 
validation for the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) Higher Education Research and 
Development (HERD) Survey. Despite the 
risk identified, there was no impact to the 
overall status of each Preeminence metric. 


Foreign Influence Travel Screening  


IA performed an audit of the Foreign 
Influence Screening Foreign Travel as required 
by Florida Statute 1010.36.  The focus of the 
audit was the design and effectiveness of 
controls governing USF’s international travel 
approval and monitoring program, including 
compliance with the applicable Florida Statute. 


Based on the audit, IA concluded the system of 
internal controls over screening and 
preapproval of foreign travel offered moderate 
assurance.  Management action plans were 
developed to address two moderate risks 
related to the travel preapproval and screening 
process as well as annual reporting to the 
Board of Trustees. 


Foreign Influence Screening of 
Foreign Researchers 


IA performed an audit of Foreign Influence 
Screening Foreign Researchers as required by 
Florida Statute 1010.35.  The focus of the audit 
was the design and effectiveness of controls 
governing USF’s foreign influence screening 
process for applicants seeking employment in 
research or research-related support positions 
in compliance with the applicable Florida 
Statute. 


Based on the audit, IA concluded the system of 
internal controls over screening foreign 
researchers offered moderate assurance.  
Management action plans were developed to 


address one moderate risk related to timely 
identification of researchers to be screened. 


USF Foundation (USFF) 
Scholarship Awards 


IA performed an audit of USFF Scholarship 
Awards.  The focus of the audit was the design 
and effectiveness of controls governing the use 
of donor funds used to provide scholarship aid, 
including compliance with donor intent. 


Based on the audit, IA concluded that the 
system of internal controls over the use of 
donor funds used to provide scholarship aid 
offered moderate assurance.  Management 
action plans were developed to address two 
moderate risks related to decentralized 
scholarship administration and an inadequate 
fund purpose. 


USFF Donor Intent 


IA performed an audit of USFF’s Donor 
Intent.  The audit focused on the design and 
effectiveness of controls governing the receipt 
and use of donor funds in compliance with 
donor intent. 


Based on the audit, IA concluded the system of 
internal controls regarding donor intent 
offered significant assurance.  Management 
action plans were developed to address two 
moderate risks related to signature 
authorization approval and centralized 
monitoring of fund reconciliations, fund 
balances, and fund activity. 


University Medical Service 
Association (UMSA) Travel 
Expenditures 


IA performed an audit of UMSA travel 
expenditures for the period January 1, 2024, to 
December 31, 2024.  The focus of the audit 
was the design and effectiveness of controls 
governing travel purchases. 
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Based on the audit, IA concluded that the 
system of internal controls over travel 
expenses offered moderate assurance. 
Management action plans were developed to 
address two moderate risks related to travel 
purchase compliance and UMSA’s Travel 
Expenses policy.  


UMSA Data Privacy 


IA performed an audit of UMSA’s data privacy 
practices.  The focus of the audit was on the 
processes in place to identify and protect 
sensitive and confidential information. 


Based on the review, IA concluded the system 
of internal controls offered moderate 
assurance.  Management action plans were 
developed to address four moderate risks 
related to Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (HIPAA) training, business 
associate agreements, monitoring of clinical 
sites, and policies and procedures. 


Institute of Applied Engineering 
(IAE) Deltek Logical Access 


IA performed an audit of IAE’s logical access 
controls for its Deltek Enterprise Resource 
Planning (ERP) system.  The focus of the audit 
was the design and effectiveness of logical 
access controls over the Deltek ERP system. 


Management action plans were made to 
address risks identified.  This report was 
classified as confidential due to the sensitive 
nature of the IT issues disclosed. 


IAE Procurement Card (PCard) 
Program 


IA performed an audit of IAE’s PCard 
program.  The focus of the audit was on the 
design and effectiveness of controls governing 
the corporate card program. 
 


Based on the audit, IA concluded the system of 
internal controls offered moderate assurance.  
Management action plans were developed to 
address four moderate risks related to 
adherence to the IAE PCard Guidelines 
Manual, monitoring of level three data, 
adherence to the USF Technology Acquisition 
Policy, and IAE Policies and Procedures. 


USF Research Foundation (USFRF) 
Intellectual Property (IP) 


IA performed an audit of USFRF IP.  The 
focus of the audit was to evaluate the 
governance structure and internal controls 
over the protection and commercialization of 
IP. 


Based on the review, IA concluded the 
governance structure and design of internal 
controls over the protection and 
commercialization of IP offered significant 
assurance.  Management action plans were 
developed to address two moderate risks 
related to review of the USF IP Regulation and 
Policy and the establishment of a procedure for 
USFRF’s cost allocation of Technology 
Transfer Office operational costs. 


USFRF Accounting Policies and 
Procedures 


IA performed an audit of the USFRF’s 
accounting policies and procedures.  The focus 
of the audit was to determine the completeness 
of the USFRF’s accounting policies and 
procedures. 
 
Based on the audit, IA concluded the system of 
internal controls offered moderate assurance.  
Management action plans were developed to 
address two moderate risks related to 
established policies and procedures and 
periodic reviews. 
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Information Technology 
Decentralized Controls 


IA performed an audit of Information 
Technology (IT) Decentralized Controls.  The 
focus of the audit was to review the use of 
information technology systems, software, 
applications, and services outside of IT by USF 
units and assess compliance with USF’s IT 
Policies and Standards as well as recommended 
security practices. 


Management action plans were made to 
address risks identified.  This report was 
classified as confidential due to the sensitive 
nature of the IT issues disclosed. 


Network Infrastructure 


IA performed an audit of the University’s 
Network Infrastructure.  The focus of the audit 
was an assessment of specific security policies 
and controls that the University has put in 
place with regards to network infrastructure.  


Management action plans were made to 
address risks identified.  This report was 
classified as confidential due to the sensitive 
nature of the IT issues disclosed. 


Cloud Computing 


IA performed an audit of Cloud Computing. 
The focus of the audit was an assessment of 
specific security policies and controls that the 
University has put in place with regards to 
Microsoft Azure Cloud Computing.  


Management action plans were made to 
address risks identified.  This report was 
classified as confidential due to the sensitive 
nature of the IT issues disclosed. 


Change Management 


IA performed an audit of Information 
Technology Change Management.  The focus 


of the audit was an assessment of specific 
security policies and controls that the 
University put in place with regards to change 
management.  


Management action plans were made to 
address risks identified.  This report was 
classified as confidential due to the sensitive 
nature of the IT issues disclosed. 


Remote Access 


IA performed an audit of Remote Access.  The 
focus of the audit was an assessment of specific 
security policies and controls that the 
University put in place with regards to remote 
access. 


Management action plans were made to 
address risks identified.  This report was 
classified as confidential due to the sensitive 
nature of the IT issues disclosed. 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 


Thirty-eight percent (40%) of the IA team is 
certified with IT-related designations.  IA’s 
information system projects are performed in 
accordance with the ISACA (formerly 
Information Systems Audit and Control 
Association) standards and guidelines.  ISACA 
has designed this guidance as the minimum 
acceptable level of performance required to 
meet the professional responsibilities set out in 
the ISACA Code of Ethics for Auditing and 
Control Professionals.  ISACA standards and 
guidelines are consistent with the Control 
Objectives for Information and Related 
Technology (COBIT), an IT governance 
framework which enables management to 
bridge the gap between control objectives, 
technical issues, and business risk.  This year, 
IA completed IT audits related to 
Decentralized IT Controls, Network 
Infrastructure, Cloud Computing, Change 
Management, Remote Access, and IAE Deltek 
Logical Access. 
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The IT IA Team focuses on factors which 
impact the confidentiality, integrity, and 
availability of the university’s information 
systems as well as the resources held within 
those systems.  Confidentiality not only 
addresses the security of sensitive data, but also 
whether access to such data is effectively 
controlled.   


IA utilizes an integrated audit approach 
whereby the IT IA Team assists the general IA 
Team on audit and advisory projects with 
significant information systems components.  
Integrated audit projects this year included 
Performance-Based Funding Data Integrity, 
Preeminence, and Human Capital 
Management Advisory. 


ADVISORY SERVICES 


IA provides proactive, collaborative services to 
support university leadership in enhancing 
operations, internal controls, and compliance. 
These services may be requested in advance or 
throughout the year and are tailored to meet 
specific needs, such as improving processes, 
implementing new systems, interpreting 
regulations, or facilitating training. Whether 
addressing emerging issues in research, IT, or 
compliance, IA’s advisory efforts are designed 
to assist management in decision-making and 
improving operations.  Results of advisory 
services are communicated through verbal 
briefings, memoranda, or advisory reports. 


This year, IA conducted 26 advisory 
engagements that included the following seven 
major projects: 


 Human Capital Management System 
Design and Implementation 


 USFF/USF Alumni Association Data 
Privacy 


 UMSA Revenue Cycle Operations 
 UMSA Funds Flow Financial 


Operations 


 USF Finance Corporation/USF 
Property Corporations Administrative 
and Accounting Procedures 


 Health Profession Conferencing 
Corporation Insurance 


 Risk Assessment 


INVESTIGATIONS 


The BOT and President have charged IA with 
performing investigations related to the 
University and its associated organizations.  
Investigations are an objective review of 
evidence related to a complaint or allegation. 


IA may receive complaints or allegations from 
EthicsPoint, the University’s anonymous 
reporting system, directly from an individual, 
or referred by various university offices or state 
and local government agencies. 


Reports of complaints, allegations, or concerns 
may or may not be supported by the facts.  
Hence, it is critical that the investigative 
process be managed discreetly and 
confidentially to ensure the integrity of the 
process and protect the reputations of named 
individuals.  Florida law supports the need for 
confidentiality during investigations and 
permits active investigations to be classified as 
exempt from public record.  Only those with a 
legitimate business need are provided with 
information related to ongoing investigations. 


Out of 59 such reports of complaints, 
allegations, or concerns received by IA, 9 were 
referred to other units and 12 remained open 
as of June 30, 2025.  Of the 38 completed 
investigations, 5 were substantiated and 3 
resulted in recommendations to improve the 
control environment.  The substantiated 
recommendations related to mismanagement 
of institutional resources (4), and failure to 
disclose potential conflicts of interest (1). 


Board of Trustees Audit & Compliance Committee - New Business - Information Items


47







 


INTERNAL AUDIT 2024-25 11 


FRAUD AWARENESS 


USF is committed to creating an organizational 
culture where risk management structures are 
established to prevent and detect waste, fraud, 
and financial mismanagement.  USF 
Regulation 5.001 Fraud Prevention and 
Detection outlines the University’s antifraud 
framework and commitment to the highest 
standards of ethical conduct, including a zero 
tolerance for unethical and fraudulent activity.  
In support of this commitment, IA developed 
a Fraud Awareness Initiative focused on 
educating and empowering the University 
community to recognize the red flags of fraud, 
to understand their reporting responsibilities, 
and to ultimately report suspicious activity. 


This year, IA delivered 9 departmental 
presentations, reaching a total of 405 attendees.  
These presentations were offered to USF 
Health (2); College of Design, Art & 
Performance; College of Nursing; Taneja 
College of Pharmacy; College of Marine 
Science; College of Public Health; USF 
Athletics; Patel College of Global 
Sustainability; and USF World. 


IA also sponsored and coordinated semiannual 
webinars with external speakers with subject 
matter expertise.  The Florida Office of the 
Attorney General presented "Disaster Fraud 
Prevention" and CBIZ presented "Preventing 
and Detecting Nonprofit Fraud" with a 
combined attendance of 397 participants. 


Additionally, IA produced 12 monthly Flash 
Reports highlighting the red flags of fraud.  
While initially distributed directly by IA, the 
Flash Reports transitioned to a standing feature 
in the new employee newsletter.  These reports 
were also published on the IA Fraud 
Awareness website. 


Other activities included, contributing to the 
inclusion of a Fraud, Waste, and 
Mismanagement section in the student 


planner, on the USF Vendors website, and 
within the Volunteer paperwork. 


FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITY 


In accordance with IIA Standards, IA follows 
up on all IA action plans to determine if 
corrective actions have been taken.  Utilizing a 
web-based tracking system, University 
leadership can continuously update the status 
of their assigned action plans, and IA can 
efficiently and effectively monitor their 
progress.  Semiannual reports were issued 
during the fiscal year to follow-up on action 
plan progress.  The fiscal year implementation 
rate for 2024-25 was 76%; however, 75% of 
the open action plans as of June 30, 2025 were 
not yet due based on their original target date.  
The fiscal year implementation rate for 2024-
25 adjusted to exclude action plans not yet due 
on June 30, 2025 was 93%. 


During this fiscal year, leadership implemented 
corrective actions related to risks in the 
following categories: 


 Assignment of Responsibility 
 Authorization: Adequacy & 


Timeliness 
 Compliance with Federal Laws 
 Compliance with State and Local 


Laws (Not USF) 
 Donor/Grantor Intent 
 Effective and Efficient Operations 
 IT: Confidentiality, Integrity, 


Availability of Data/Systems 
 Reporting: Accuracy, Completeness, 


Timeliness 
 Safeguarding of Assets 
 Separation of Duties 
 Training & Guidance: Accuracy, 


Completeness, Timeliness 


The following graphs depict summaries of new 
action plans established during the fiscal year 
and the status of implementing actions plans, 
including those carried forward from the prior 
year.
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ACTIVITY ANALYSIS 


 


IA’s direct services include activities related to the performance of audits, advisory projects, 
investigations, and follow-up.  The fiscal year 2025 work plan budgeted 54% of IA’s resources for 
direct services.  Actual direct services rate of 55% exceeded budget due to successful recruiting efforts 
to fill the vacancies.  Additionally, the total actual hours exceeded budget due to the addition of a new 
team member near the end of the fiscal year, which was not included in the original budget. 


.  


Audit/Assurance
26%


Advisory
13%


Investigations
13%Follow-up


3%


Administration
44%


Onboarding
1%


Total Hours FY25


PROJECT BUDGET % ACTUAL % 
DIRECT SERVICES:     
Audit/Assurance   6,350 22%   7,908 26% 
Advisory Services   4,230 14%   3,874 13% 
Investigations   2,700 9%   3,823 13% 
Follow-up     600 2%    835 3% 
Contingency   1,900 7%        0 0% 


Total Direct Services 15,780 54% 16,440 55% 
OTHER:     
Administration   11,060 38%   12,949 44% 
On Boarding     200 1%    251 1% 
Unplanned Leave/Vacancy   2,080 7%   80 0% 


Total Other 13,340 46% 13,280 45% 
TOTAL 29,120 100% 29,720 100% 
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QUALITY ASSURANCE AND 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 


In conformance with IIA Standards, BOG 
regulations, and the USF IA Charter, it is the 
responsibility of the Chief Audit Executive 
(CAE) to develop and maintain a quality 
assurance and improvement program that 
covers all aspects of the internal audit activity 
and includes both internal and external quality 
components.  Internal assessments were 
performed throughout the audit processes by 
IA leadership to confirm conformance with 
the IIA Standards, Code of Ethics, and Core 
Principles, now known as the Global Internal 
Audit Standards.  Additionally, an external 
assessment, which is required at least once 
every five years, was last performed in 2023.  
Based on the internal and external 
assessments, it was determined IA “generally 
conforms” to the 2017 IIA Standards, Code 
of Ethics, and Core Principles, which is the 
highest level of achievement in the assessment 
process.  The full external report, USF Office 
of Internal Audit Self-Assessment with 
Independent Validation, was issued on June 
27, 2023, and is available on IA’s website at 
www.usf.edu/audit/publications. 


PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 


IA is proud of the experience and 
professionalism of its staff.  During 2024-25, 
we continued our involvement with the 
following organizations that support higher 
education, internal auditing, information 
technology, and compliance activities.   


 Association of College and University 
Auditors (ACUA) 


 Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) 
 Association of Healthcare Internal 


Auditors (AHIA) 
 Association of Certified Fraud 


Examiners (ACFE) 


 ISACA (formerly, the Information 
Systems Audit & Control Association) 


 American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants (AICPA) 


 Association of Inspectors General 
(AIG) 


The team’s involvement included, but was not 
limited to, providing subject matter experts to 
share their knowledge and experience through 
working groups, speaking engagements, 
conferences, and specific training events with 
the ACUA, the IIA, the AIG, and the USF 
Muma College of Business.  Specific highlights 
include: 


 112 hours facilitating 
 8 educational events to 
 197 participants;  
 2 opportunities to advise on chief 


audit executive roundtables; and 
 3 team members served on 


committees for professional 
associations 


 2 participated in a mentoring program 


Also, in alignment with the team’s strategic 
objectives for talent development: 


 5 team members achieved the 
Analytics Certified Data Analyst 
(ACDA) designation;  


 The IA team participated in 260 
continuing professional educational 
hours advancing the team’s 
technology-related knowledge; and 


 2 team members earned new 
professional certifications. 


.. 
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Agenda Item: IVb 
 
 
 


USF Board of Trustees 
August 22, 2025 


 
 
Issue: Annual Foreign Travel Report 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Proposed action:   Informational 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Executive Summary:  
 
Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions, requires all 
SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international 
travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual 
report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board 
of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In 2022, the BOG 
issued guidance clarifying that the annual travel report must be submitted to the 
USF Board of Trustees on July 31, beginning in 2022. The attached report 
represents the annual foreign travel report and covers the period from July 1, 
2024 through June 30, 2025. The report also includes additional travel in fiscal 
periods 2023 and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been 
previously identified as completed travel and therefore are being reported now.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial Impact: N/A 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
BOT Committee Review Date:  August 22, 2025 
Supporting Documentation Online (please circle):   Yes                     No  
Prepared by: Mitchell McNelly, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst and Jason Ramage, Director of 
Research Integrity & Compliance  
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Annual Foreign Travel Report


July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025


Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA


Director, Research Integrity & Compliance


USF Research & Innovation
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Legislative Requirements


• Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all SUS 


institutions to establish an approval and 


monitoring program for international 


travel.


• Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to 


submit an annual report of foreign travel 


to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other 


appropriate governing board.


• The BOG issued guidance stating the 


annual report must be submitted to the 


USF Board of Trustees on or before July 


31 of each year.


Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)


People’s Republic of China


Russian Federation


Islamic Republic of Iran


Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea)


Republic of Cuba


Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro


Syrian Arab Republic
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Travel Review Process


Travel 
Request 


Created in 


Archivum 


Requests for international travel are 
screened by Research Integrity & 


Compliance (RIC).


Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party 


Screening using Visual Compliance.


RIC provides guidance if any concerns are 


identified for the entities being visited.


Canceled travel requests are reviewed to 


verify whether travel occurred.


Supervisor 
Review


Budget 
Review


Foreign 
Travel 


Screening


Final 
Departmental 


Review
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• In fiscal period 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), RIC conducted a total of 


1504 screenings for international travel (a 6% increase over FY 2024). Of this 


total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC


• Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) involved travel 


to China 


• The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that, 


although reviewed and approved, had not been previously identified as 


completed travel


Summary
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Adam Carmer People's Republic of China Hong Kong Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON


Kyoung Cho People's Republic of China Changchun Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute


Liwang Cui People's Republic of China Kunming, Shenyang China Medical University, Kunming Medical University


Heather Judkins People's Republic of China Hong Kong Hong Kong University of Science and Technology


Frank Muller-Karger People's Republic of China Hong Kong University of Hong Kong


Seckin Ozkul People's Republic of China Beijing Tongji University


Christina Richards People's Republic of China Kunming Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden


John Robison People's Republic of China Xian Xi'an Conservatory of Music


John Robison People's Republic of China Beijing
Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing 


Perth Music Company


Isabel Romero People's Republic of China Hong Kong
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Hong Kong
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of 


Science and Technology


DaZhi Wang People's Republic of China Kunming


Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, 


Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and 


Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology


Zhigao Wang People's Republic of China Guangzhou
GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese 


Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology


Samuel Wu People's Republic of China Zhuhai, Hangzhou


International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, 


Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese 


Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and 


Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research 


Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli 


Society, Beijing Normal University 


Xinyan Yan People's Republic of China Shenzhen


China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate 


School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 


Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute 


of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of 


Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Varadero


VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of 


Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and 


Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024


(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Ilene Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education


Michael Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China
Hong Kong, 


Guangzhou
Guangzhou University


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China
Hong Kong, Shanghai, 


Xiamen


Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal 


University


John Robison People's Republic of China Xi'an Shaanxi Normal University


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Jiaxing Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana


Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / 


Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana 


International Conference Center


Board of Trustees Audit & Compliance Committee - New Business - Information Items


60







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023


(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


Traveler
Foreign Country of Concern 


Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Gert-Jan de Vreede People's Republic of China Beijing Renmin University


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Dalian
Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific 


Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers


Tiffany Chenneville Republic of Cuba Havana Cuban Society of Psychology


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana
University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and 


Biotechnology


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana
University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and 


Biotechnology
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Research Integrity & Compliance
 Foreign Influence Team


• Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 


• Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst


• Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst
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Research Integrity & Compliance 
University of South Florida   /   3702 Spectrum Blvd., Suite 165   /   Tampa, FL 33612   /   813-974-5638 


July 24, 2025 


Trustee Sandra Callahan 


University of South Florida 


Office of the Board of Trustees Operations 


4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CGS301 


Tampa, FL 33620 


 


Re: Annual Foreign Travel Report 


 


Dear Trustee Callahan: 


 


Effective July 1, 2022, Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions, 


required all State University System institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program 


for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual 


report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors 


(BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In April 2022, the BOG issued guidance clarifying 


that the annual foreign travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees each July 


31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report and covers 


the fiscal period from July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. The report also includes additional 


travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been 


previously identified as completed travel and therefore are being reported now. 


 


Please let me know if I may answer any questions. 


 


Respectfully, 


 


 


 


 


Jason G. Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA 


Director, Research Integrity & Compliance 


 


Encl. 


 


cc: Sylvia Thomas, PhD, Vice President for Research & Innovation 


      Keith Anderson, MS, CRA, Associate Vice President for Research & Innovation 


      Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 


      Kiki Caruson, PhD, Vice President for USF World      


      Caroline Fultz-Carver, PhD, MHA, CCEP, Chief Compliance Officer 


      Jorge A. Rodriguez, MSEd, CCEP, Associate Compliance Officer 


      Oriana Thomas, MBA, Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence  
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 
 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Adam Carmer People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 


Hotel ICON 


Kyoung Cho People's Republic of China Changchun 
Changchun Normal University, 


Changchun Music Institute 


Liwang Cui People's Republic of China 
Kunming, 


Shenyang 


China Medical University, Kunming 


Medical University 


Heather Judkins People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


Frank Muller-Karger People's Republic of China Hong Kong University of Hong Kong 


Seckin Ozkul People's Republic of China Beijing Tongji University 


Christina Richards People's Republic of China Kunming 
Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical 


Garden 


John Robison People's Republic of China Xian Xi'an Conservatory of Music 


John Robison People's Republic of China Beijing 


 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha 


Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music 


Company 


Isabel Romero People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Hong Kong 


Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 


Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


DaZhi Wang People's Republic of China Kunming 


Chinese Biological Investigators Society, 


Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical 


University, Chinese Society of 


Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, 


Chinese Society of Cell Biology 


Zhigao Wang People's Republic of China Guangzhou 


GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF 


Superfamily Conference, Chinese 


Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese 


Society for Cell Biology 


Samuel Wu People's Republic of China 
Zhuhai, 


Hangzhou 


International Chinese Statistical 


Association, Zhejiang University, Joint 


Conference on Statistics and Data 


Science in China, Chinese Society of 


Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of 


Probability and Statistics, National 


Industrial Statistics Teaching and 


Research Association, Chinese Society 


of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli 


Society, Beijing Normal University  
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Xinyan Yan People's Republic of China Shenzhen 


China International Conference in 


Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School 


of Business, The Chinese University of 


Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data 


Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute 


of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong 


University, Southern University of 


Science and Technology, Chinese 


Association of Finance 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Varadero 


VII International Congress on 


Comprehensive Management of 


Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, 


Palacio de la Convenciones 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 


(travel not previously included in the 2024 report) 


 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Ilene Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai 
Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood 


Education 


Michael Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai 
Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood 


Education 


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China 
Hong Kong, 


Guangzhou 
Guangzhou University 


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China 
Hong Kong, 


Shanghai, Xiamen 


Shanghai Conservatory of Music / 


Jimei University / Anhui Normal 


University 


John Robison People's Republic of China Xi'an Shaanxi Normal University 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Jiaxing 
Yangtze Delta Region Research 


Institute of Tsinghua University 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 


Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban 


Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-


Mexico International Symposium on 


Obesity / Havana International 


Conference Center 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023 
(travel not previously included in the 2023 report) 


 


 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Gert-Jan de Vreede People's Republic of China Beijing Renmin University 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Dalian 


Beijing University of Technology / 2023 


Asia-Pacific Conference on Image 


Processing, Electronics and Computers 


Tiffany Chenneville Republic of Cuba Havana Cuban Society of Psychology 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 
University of Havana / Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 
University of Havana / Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 
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§ UNIVERSITYof
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From: Oriana Thomas
To: Jorge Rodriguez
Subject: BOT Data Request
Date: Tuesday, August 12, 2025 11:55:11 AM
Attachments: GPicone_BOT Request_FCOC 2025811.xlsx
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Good day Jorge,

Happy Tuesday. Please see the attached data, as discussed on our call regarding BOT request.

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jorgerodrigu@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu

Sheet1

		Gabriel Picone - Travel to Cuba

		Country of Location		Location		Travel Start Date		Travel End Date		Purpose		Funding Source		Supporting Links

		Cuba		VII International Congress		9/1/24		9/9/24		Attend and present at the VII International Congress “Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds” at Convention Center Plaza America, Varadero, Cuba.		Self-Funded		https://www.cigb.edu.cu/en/event/internacional-congress-of-comprehensive-management-of-ulcers-and-complex-wounds-2024/

https://www.facebook.com/CIGBCubaCuba/posts/pharmaeconomy-of-wounds-healing-in-united-state-of-america-presented-by-phd-gabr/1093346009466253/

		Cuba		X Congreso Cubano de Endocronologia and I Simposio Internacional Cuba-Mexico de Obesidad		11/7/23		11/13/23		Attend and present at the X Congreso Cubano de Endocronologia and I Simposio Internacional Cuba-Mexico de Obesidad at the Hotel La Havana Libre, Havana Cuba		Self-Funded		https://instituciones.sld.cu/socientificas/2023/11/14/x-congreso-cubano-de-endocrinologia-endocuba-2023/

		Cuba		Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, the Universidad de Ciencias Médicas de la Habana, and the Instituto de Endocrinología		3/14/23		3/19/23		Dr. Gabriel Picone will be traveling to Havana, Cuba for professional research and professional meetings with the Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, the Universidad de Ciencias Médicas de la Habana, and the Instituto de Endocrinología during March 14, 2023 to March 19, 2023.		Self-Funded		https://www.cigb.edu.cu/en/home/

https://ucmh.sld.cu/

https://instituciones.sld.cu/endocrinologia/

		Cuba		IV International Diabetes Congress		8/31/22		9/4/22		Presentation at the IV International Diabetes Congress Insurance Only; Sponsored by The Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (CIGB)		Self-Funded		https://misiones.cubaminrex.cu/en/articulo/cuba-host-international-congress-diabetes

https://www.cigb.edu.cu/en/home/







		Bio

		Professor Picone received his Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University in 1993. Currently, he is a Professor of Economics at the University of South Florida. His research interests are in health economics, applied econometrics, and development, emphasizing Sub-Saharan Africa issues. He has authored or co-authored numerous journal articles and book chapters on these and other topics. Some of his publications have appeared in the Review of Economics and Statistics, International Economic Review, the Journal of Health Economics, Health Economics, Rand Journal of Economics, the Journal of Applied Econometrics, and Journal of Risk and Uncertainty.







		https://www.usf.edu/arts-sciences/departments/economics/documents/gpicone_cv.pdf



		Questions

		Were the topics purely academic, or did they involve discussions that could be seen as promoting or supporting the Cuban government?

		Were there any activities outside of the conference itself?

		What were the professional meetings at the Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, the Universidad de Ciencias Médicas de la Habana, and the Instituto de Endocrinología about?

		Did you attend these events as a representative of USF?

		What were the conversations with Elizabeth Spiller, Toru Shimizu,  and Bradley Kamp regarding FCOC travel?

		Is there any additional affiliation with The Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (CIGB)?



https://www.cigb.edu.cu/en/home/https://www.usf.edu/arts-sciences/departments/economics/documents/gpicone_cv.pdf
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“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 



From: Oriana Thomas
To: Jorge Rodriguez
Subject: FW: Compliance Review and Request for RIC Final Approval/Signoff: Report of Foreign Travel
Date: Tuesday, July 22, 2025 11:11:36 AM
Attachments: image001.png
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Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jorgerodrigu@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu
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Research Integrity & Compliance 
University of South Florida   /   3702 Spectrum Blvd., Suite 165   /   Tampa, FL 33612   /   813-974-5638 


July 21, 2025 


Trustee Sandra Callahan 


University of South Florida 


Office of the Board of Trustees Operations 


4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CGS301 


Tampa, FL 33620 


 


Re: Annual Foreign Travel Report 


 


Dear Trustee Callahan: 


 


Effective July 1, 2022, Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions 


required all State University System institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program 


for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual 


report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors 


(BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In April of 2022, the BOG issued guidance 


clarifying that the annual foreign travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees 


each July 31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report 


and covers the fiscal period from July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. The report also includes 


additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that were not previously identified and reported. 


 


Please let me know if I may answer any questions. 


 


Respectfully, 


 


 


 


Jason G. Ramage, Ph.D., M.S., MBA 


Director, Research Integrity & Compliance 


 


Encl. 


 


cc: Sylvia Thomas, Ph.D., Vice President for Research & Innovation 


      Keith Anderson, MS, CRA, Associate Vice President for Research & Innovation 


      Fred Pflueger, Ph.D., Export Control Officer      


      Kiki Caruson, Ph.D., Vice President, USF World 


      Caroline Fultz-Carver, Ph.D., CCEP, Chief Compliance Officer 


      Jorge A. Rodriguez, M.S.Ed., CCEP, Associate Compliance Officer 


      Oriana Thomas, MBA., Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence  
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 
 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Adam Carmer People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 


Hotel ICON 


Kyoung Cho People's Republic of China Changchun 
Changchun Normal University, 


Changchun Music Institute 


Liwang Cui People's Republic of China 
Kunming, 


Shenyang 


China Medical University, Kunming 


Medical University 


Heather Judkins People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


Frank Muller-Karger People's Republic of China Hong Kong University of Hong Kong 


Seckin Ozkul People's Republic of China Beijing Tongji University 


Christina Richards People's Republic of China Kunming 
Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical 


Garden 


John Robison People's Republic of China Xian Xi'an Conservatory of Music 


John Robison People's Republic of China Beijing 


 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha 


Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music 


Company 


Isabel Romero People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Hong Kong 


Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 


Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


DaZhi Wang People's Republic of China Kunming 


Chinese Biological Investigators Society, 


Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical 


University, Chinese Society of 


Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, 


Chinese Society of Cell Biology 


Zhigao Wang People's Republic of China Guangzhou 


GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF 


Superfamily Conference, Chinese 


Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese 


Society for Cell Biology 


Samuel Wu People's Republic of China 
Zhuhai, 


Hangzhou 


International Chinese Statistical 


Association, Zhejiang University, Joint 


Conference on Statistics and Data 


Science in China, Chinese Society of 


Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of 


Probability and Statistics, National 


Industrial Statistics Teaching and 


Research Association, Chinese Society 


of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli 


Society, Beijing Normal University  


Docusign Envelope ID: 5792AA85-8EC4-42C4-A6EE-C3FD42B6F020







Xinyan Yan People's Republic of China Shenzhen 


China International Conference in 


Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School 


of Business, The Chinese University of 


Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data 


Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute 


of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong 


University, Southern University of 


Science and Technology, Chinese 


Association of Finance 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Varadero 


VII International Congress on 


Comprehensive Management of 


Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, 


Palacio de la Convenciones 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 


(travel not previously included in the 2024 report) 


 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Ilene Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai 
Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood 


Education 


Michael Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai 
Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood 


Education 


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China 
Hong Kong, 


Guangzhou 
Guangzhou University 


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China 
Hong Kong, 


Shanghai, Xiamen 


Shanghai Conservatory of Music / 


Jimei University / Anhui Normal 


University 


John Robison People's Republic of China Xi'an Shaanxi Normal University 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Jiaxing 
Yangtze Delta Region Research 


Institute of Tsinghua University 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 


Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban 


Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-


Mexico International Symposium on 


Obesity / Havana International 


Conference Center 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023 
(travel not previously included in the 2023 report) 


 


 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Gert-Jan de Vreede People's Republic of China Beijing Renmin University 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Dalian 


Beijing University of Technology / 2023 


Asia-Pacific Conference on Image 


Processing, Electronics and Computers 


Tiffany Chenneville Republic of Cuba Havana Cuban Society of Psychology 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 
University of Havana / Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 
University of Havana / Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report


July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025


Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA


Director, Research Integrity & Compliance


USF Research & Innovation







• Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all 
SUS institutions to establish an 
approval and monitoring program 
for international travel.


• Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to 
submit an annual report of foreign 
travel to the Board of Governors 
(BOG) or other appropriate 
governing board.


• The BOG issued guidance stating 
the annual report must be submitted 
to the USF Board of Trustees on or 
before July 31 of each year.


Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)
People’s Republic of China


Russian Federation


Islamic Republic of Iran


Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North 


Korea)
Republic of Cuba


Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro


Syrian Arab Republic







Travel Review Process


Travel 


Request 


Created in 


Archivum 


Requests for international travel are 


screened by Research Integrity & 


Compliance (RIC).


Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party 


Screening using Visual Compliance.


RIC provides guidance if any concerns are 


identified for the entities being visited.


Canceled travel requests are reviewed to 


verify whether travel occurred.


Supervisor 


Review


Budget 


Review


Foreign 


Travel 


Screening


Final 


Departmental 


Review







• In Fiscal Year 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), Research 


Integrity & Compliance conducted a total of 1504 screenings for 


international travel* (6% increase over FY 2024)


• Of this total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC


• Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) 


involved travel to China  


• Following an audit, RIC identified travel to FCOCs in FY2023 


and FY2024 that was not previously reported; these are 


included in this report


* screening and travel may not occur during the same fiscal  


period


Summary







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Adam Carmer People's Republic of China Hong Kong Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON


Kyoung Cho People's Republic of China Changchun Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute


Liwang Cui People's Republic of China Kunming, Shenyang China Medical University, Kunming Medical University


Heather Judkins People's Republic of China Hong Kong Hong Kong University of Science and Technology


Frank Muller-Karger People's Republic of China Hong Kong University of Hong Kong


Seckin Ozkul People's Republic of China Beijing Tongji University


Christina Richards People's Republic of China Kunming Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden


John Robison People's Republic of China Xian Xi'an Conservatory of Music


John Robison People's Republic of China Beijing
Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing 


Perth Music Company


Isabel Romero People's Republic of China Hong Kong
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Hong Kong
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of 


Science and Technology


DaZhi Wang People's Republic of China Kunming


Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, 


Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and 


Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology


Zhigao Wang People's Republic of China Guangzhou
GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese 


Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology


Samuel Wu People's Republic of China Zhuhai, Hangzhou


International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, 


Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese 


Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and 


Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research 


Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli 


Society, Beijing Normal University 


Xinyan Yan People's Republic of China Shenzhen


China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate 


School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 


Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute 


of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of 


Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Varadero


VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of 


Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and 


Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024


(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Ilene Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education


Michael Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China
Hong Kong, 


Guangzhou
Guangzhou University


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China
Hong Kong, Shanghai, 


Xiamen


Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal 


University


John Robison People's Republic of China Xi'an Shaanxi Normal University


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Jiaxing Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana


Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / 


Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana 


International Conference Center







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023


(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Gert-Jan de Vreede People's Republic of China Beijing Renmin University


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Dalian


Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific 


Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and 


Computers


Tiffany Chenneville Republic of Cuba Havana Cuban Society of Psychology


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana
University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering 


and Biotechnology


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana
University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering 


and Biotechnology







Research Integrity & Compliance
Foreign Influence Team


• Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 


• Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst


• Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst
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“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu> 
Sent: Saturday, July 19, 2025 5:38 PM
To: Jorge Rodriguez <jorgerodrigu@usf.edu>
Subject: Fw: Compliance Review and Request for RIC Final Approval/Signoff: Report of Foreign Travel

Best Wishes,

Oriana Thomas, MBA (She/Her/Hers) 
Assistant Compliance Officer - Foreign Influence
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 E. Fowler Ave, ALN 172 
Tampa, FL 33620 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx


From: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Sent: Saturday, July 19, 2025 1:05:29 PM
To: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Cc: Frederick Pflueger <fpflueger@usf.edu>; Mitchell McNelly <mmcnelly@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: Compliance Review and Request for RIC Final Approval/Signoff: Report of Foreign Travel

Hi Oriana –

I am adding Kiki Caruson onto the cc line in Marcia’s place. I have no concerns with the other edits to
the report.

The order of operations for the Travel Review Process has been updated.

There is a reason for the difference in the number of screenings and actual incidents of travel, which
is why I have the explanatory note. The numbers and percentages as I have them are correct; I left
this slide as is. I have updated the tables to reflect the same format as the report. Attached is the
PDF of the slides.

Fred/Mitch – please keep a copy of these in your records.

Thanks,

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA, PMP
Director, Research Integrity & Compliance
University of South Florida
Tampa Campus
813-974-2302

USF Research Integrity and Compliance

From: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu> 
Sent: Friday, July 18, 2025 5:12 PM
To: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Subject: Compliance Review and Request for RIC Final Approval/Signoff: Report of Foreign Travel

Dear Jay,

Again, thank you for providing RICs information ahead of schedule. I have finished my review
with minor revisions to the report and PowerPoint.

Please see a summary of the revisions below.

Annual Report:

mailto:jramage@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:fpflueger@usf.edu
mailto:mmcnelly@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jramage@usf.edu


I added Jorge A. Rodriguez to the CC line and removed Marcia Taylor.
I reformatted the table and sorted the entries by FCOC (China then Cuba).
I removed the header and footer after the first page.

Annual Presentation:
I revised the Travel Review Process to reflect the key points of the new workflow (RIC
approval before Supervisor approval).
In the summary slide it was mentioned that there were 18 travels to FCOC, but the
report had 16 travels. I changed the number to reflect the report and edited the
percentages accordingly.
I removed the asterisked point and footnote – Although it is a great talking point, I thought
it better to remove from the visual.
I removed the statement regarding the audit – Again, it is a great talking point, but I did not
think it was necessary for the visual.

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu


“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Oriana Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, July 16, 2025 5:32 PM
To: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Cc: Frederick Pflueger <fpflueger@usf.edu>; Mitchell McNelly <mmcnelly@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: Report of Foreign Travel

Good day Jay, Fred, and Mitchell,

Please forgive my late response. Thank you for getting this to me ahead of time! I am working on
this review and should have it finished by tomorrow.

Thank you again – it’s greatly appreciated!

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620

mailto:jramage@usf.edu
mailto:fpflueger@usf.edu
mailto:mmcnelly@usf.edu


University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu> 
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 2:58 PM
To: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Cc: Frederick Pflueger <fpflueger@usf.edu>; Mitchell McNelly <mmcnelly@usf.edu>
Subject: Report of Foreign Travel

Hi Oriana – please find attached RIC’s draft travel report, PowerPoint presentation, and cover sheet.

I’ll submit a signed version of the memo following your review and will update the memo date at
that time as well.

Thanks!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jramage@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:fpflueger@usf.edu
mailto:mmcnelly@usf.edu


Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA, PMP
Director, Research Integrity & Compliance
University of South Florida
Tampa Campus
813-974-2302

USF Research Integrity and Compliance

https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/


From: Oriana Thomas
To: Jorge Rodriguez
Subject: FW: Compliance Review and Request for RIC Final Approval/Signoff: Report of Foreign Travel
Date: Tuesday, July 22, 2025 11:43:17 AM
Attachments: FCOC Travel Annual Report 2025_DRAFT_20250718_oceedits.pptx
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RIC Annual Travel Report 2025_DRAFT_20250716_oceedits.docx

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jorgerodrigu@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu

Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance

USF Research & Innovation





Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel.

Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of foreign travel to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board.

The BOG issued guidance stating the annual report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees on or before July 31 of each year.



Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)

People’s Republic of China

Russian Federation

Islamic Republic of Iran

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea)

Republic of Cuba

Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro

Syrian Arab Republic
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Travel Review Process

Travel Request Created in Archivum 



Requests for international travel are screened by Research Integrity & Compliance (RIC).



Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party Screening using Visual Compliance.



RIC provides guidance if any concerns are identified for the entities being visited.



Canceled travel requests are reviewed to verify whether travel occurred.

Supervisor Review

Budget Review



Foreign Travel Screening





Final Departmental Review







Flowchart assumes approval at each stage. Will note that travel may be sent back for review/disapproved at any step. Flowchart represents current order of operations, which will be subject to change.

Traveler signs an attestation acknowledging review of several USF policies including, among others, Export Controls and policies governing international travel, including with USF property (to be noted verbally).
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In Fiscal Year 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), Research Integrity & Compliance conducted a total of 1504 screenings for international travel (6% increase over FY 2024)

Of this total, 16 (1%) involved an FCOC

Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 15 (94%) involved travel to China  





Summary
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Adam Carmer		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON

		Kyoung Cho		People's Republic of China		Changchun		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute

		Liwang Cui		People's Republic of China		Kunming, Shenyang		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University

		Heather Judkins		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		Frank Muller-Karger		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		University of Hong Kong

		Seckin Ozkul		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Tongji University

		Christina Richards		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xian		Xi'an Conservatory of Music

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Beijing		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company

		Isabel Romero		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		DaZhi Wang		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology

		Zhigao Wang		People's Republic of China		Guangzhou		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology

		Samuel Wu		People's Republic of China		Zhuhai, Hangzhou		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 

		Xinyan Yan		People's Republic of China		Shenzhen		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Varadero		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024
(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Ilene Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Michael Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Guangzhou		Guangzhou University

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xi'an		Shaanxi Normal University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Jiaxing		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023
(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Gert-Jan de Vreede		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Renmin University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Dalian		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers

		Tiffany Chenneville		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Psychology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases, RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Research Integrity & Compliance
 Foreign Influence Team

Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 

Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst

Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst







Acknowledge RIC Staff
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July 21, 2025

Trustee Sandra Callahan

University of South Florida

Office of the Board of Trustees Operations

4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CGS301

Tampa, FL 33620



Re:	Annual Foreign Travel Report



Dear Trustee Callahan:



Effective July 1, 2022, Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions required all State University System institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In April of 2022, the BOG issued guidance clarifying that the annual foreign travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees each July 31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report and covers the fiscal period from July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that were not previously identified and reported.



Please let me know if I may answer any questions.


Respectfully,








Jason G. Ramage, Ph.D., M.S., MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance



Encl.



cc: Sylvia Thomas, Ph.D., Vice President for Research & Innovation

      Keith Anderson, MS, CRA, Associate Vice President for Research & Innovation

      Fred Pflueger, Ph.D., Export Control Officer     

      Caroline Fultz-Carver, Ph.D., CCEP, Chief Compliance Officer

      Jorge A. Rodriguez, M.S.Ed., CCEP, Associate Compliance Officer

      Oriana Thomas, MBA., Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence 









Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025



		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Adam Carmer

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON



		Kyoung Cho

		People's Republic of China

		Changchun

		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute



		Liwang Cui

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming, Shenyang

		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University



		Heather Judkins

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		Frank Muller-Karger

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		University of Hong Kong



		Seckin Ozkul

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		Tongji University



		Christina Richards

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming

		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Xian

		Xi'an Conservatory of Music



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company



		Isabel Romero

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		DaZhi Wang

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming

		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology



		Zhigao Wang

		People's Republic of China

		Guangzhou

		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology



		Samuel Wu

		People's Republic of China

		Zhuhai, Hangzhou

		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 



		Xinyan Yan

		People's Republic of China

		Shenzhen

		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Varadero

		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones









































































Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

(travel not previously included in the 2024 report)



		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Ilene Berson

		People's Republic of China

		Shanghai

		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education



		Michael Berson

		People's Republic of China

		Shanghai

		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education



		Chi-Keung Fung

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong, Guangzhou

		Guangzhou University



		Chi-Keung Fung

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen

		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Xi'an

		Shaanxi Normal University



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Jiaxing

		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center

























































Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

(travel not previously included in the 2023 report)





		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Gert-Jan de Vreede

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		Renmin University



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Dalian

		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers



		Tiffany Chenneville

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		Cuban Society of Psychology



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology
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“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Oriana Thomas 
Sent: Friday, July 18, 2025 5:12 PM
To: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Subject: Compliance Review and Request for RIC Final Approval/Signoff: Report of Foreign Travel

Dear Jay,

Again, thank you for providing RICs information ahead of schedule. I have finished my review
with minor revisions to the report and PowerPoint.

Please see a summary of the revisions below.

Annual Report:
I added Jorge A. Rodriguez to the CC line and removed Marcia Taylor.
I reformatted the table and sorted the entries by FCOC (China then Cuba).
I removed the header and footer after the first page.

Annual Presentation:
I revised the Travel Review Process to reflect the key points of the new workflow (RIC
approval before Supervisor approval).
In the summary slide it was mentioned that there were 18 travels to FCOC, but the
report had 16 travels. I changed the number to reflect the report and edited the
percentages accordingly.
I removed the asterisked point and footnote – Although it is a great talking point, I thought
it better to remove from the visual.
I removed the statement regarding the audit – Again, it is a great talking point, but I did not
think it was necessary for the visual.

Best wishes, 



Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Oriana Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, July 16, 2025 5:32 PM
To: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jramage@usf.edu


Cc: Frederick Pflueger <fpflueger@usf.edu>; Mitchell McNelly <mmcnelly@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: Report of Foreign Travel

Good day Jay, Fred, and Mitchell,

Please forgive my late response. Thank you for getting this to me ahead of time! I am working on
this review and should have it finished by tomorrow.

Thank you again – it’s greatly appreciated!

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

mailto:fpflueger@usf.edu
mailto:mmcnelly@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu


Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu> 
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 2:58 PM
To: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Cc: Frederick Pflueger <fpflueger@usf.edu>; Mitchell McNelly <mmcnelly@usf.edu>
Subject: Report of Foreign Travel

Hi Oriana – please find attached RIC’s draft travel report, PowerPoint presentation, and cover sheet.

I’ll submit a signed version of the memo following your review and will update the memo date at
that time as well.

Thanks!

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA, PMP
Director, Research Integrity & Compliance
University of South Florida
Tampa Campus
813-974-2302

USF Research Integrity and Compliance

mailto:jramage@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:fpflueger@usf.edu
mailto:mmcnelly@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/


From: Clara Ohannes
To: Jorge Rodriguez
Subject: FW: Final Presentation Version for BOT Packet
Date: Tuesday, July 29, 2025 1:12:28 PM
Attachments: image001.png

PPT_FCOC Travel Annual Report 2025_20250724_Final_NoSpeakersNotes.pptx
PPT_FCOC Travel Annual Report 2025_20250724_Final_SpeakersNotes.pptx
PPT_FCOC Travel Annual Report 2025_20250724_Final.pdf
image002.png

FYI

Clara Ohannes, Ph.D.
Special Assistant
Office of Compliance & Ethics (ALN172)

From: Caroline Fultz-Carver <cfcarver@usf.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2025 5:13 PM
To: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Cc: Clara Ohannes <cohannes@usf.edu>
Subject: Final Presentation Version for BOT Packet

Dear Jay,

For clarity and alignment, please note that the attached version of your presentation without
speaker’s notes is the version which will be included in the Board of Trustees packet. This
version incorporates necessary updates to ensure full compliance with USF Branding
standards ( https://brand.usf.edu/account/dashboard/ ) and best practices for BOT
presentations. These updates do not alter the required reporting content. Rather, they
enhance the clarity, consistency, and professionalism of your work—ensuring it is presented in
the strongest possible light.

Summary of Our Updates:

Slides 2–4
Standardized font and text size to meet branding requirements.
Ensured consistent typesetting throughout the deck.

Slide 3
Removed the asterisked note. Asterisks are not appropriate for formal presentations. If
the information is not a required reporting component, then it should be delivered
verbally. The asterisked text is not a reporting requirement; therefore, the text was

mailto:cohannes@usf.edu
mailto:jorgerodrigu@usf.edu
http://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics
https://brand.usf.edu/account/dashboard/
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Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance

USF Research & Innovation





Legislative Requirements



Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel.



Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of foreign travel to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board.



The BOG issued guidance stating the annual report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees on or before July 31 of each year.



Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)



People’s Republic of China

Russian Federation

Islamic Republic of Iran

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea)

Republic of Cuba

Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro

Syrian Arab Republic
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Travel Review Process

Travel Request Created in Archivum 



Requests for international travel are screened by Research Integrity & Compliance (RIC).



Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party Screening using Visual Compliance.



RIC provides guidance if any concerns are identified for the entities being visited.



Canceled travel requests are reviewed to verify whether travel occurred.

Supervisor Review

Budget Review



Foreign Travel Screening





Final Departmental Review
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In fiscal period 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), RIC conducted a total of 1504 screenings for international travel (a 6% increase over FY 2024). Of this total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC



Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) involved travel to China 



The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been previously identified as completed travel





Summary
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Adam Carmer		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON

		Kyoung Cho		People's Republic of China		Changchun		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute

		Liwang Cui		People's Republic of China		Kunming, Shenyang		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University

		Heather Judkins		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		Frank Muller-Karger		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		University of Hong Kong

		Seckin Ozkul		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Tongji University

		Christina Richards		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xian		Xi'an Conservatory of Music

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Beijing		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company

		Isabel Romero		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		DaZhi Wang		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology

		Zhigao Wang		People's Republic of China		Guangzhou		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology

		Samuel Wu		People's Republic of China		Zhuhai, Hangzhou		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 

		Xinyan Yan		People's Republic of China		Shenzhen		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Varadero		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024
(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Ilene Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Michael Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Guangzhou		Guangzhou University

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xi'an		Shaanxi Normal University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Jiaxing		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023
(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Gert-Jan de Vreede		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Renmin University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Dalian		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers

		Tiffany Chenneville		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Psychology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology
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Research Integrity & Compliance
 Foreign Influence Team

Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 

Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst

Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst
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Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance

USF Research & Innovation





Legislative Requirements



Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel.



Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of foreign travel to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board.



The BOG issued guidance stating the annual report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees on or before July 31 of each year.



Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)



People’s Republic of China

Russian Federation

Islamic Republic of Iran

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea)

Republic of Cuba

Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro

Syrian Arab Republic
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Travel Review Process

Travel Request Created in Archivum 



Requests for international travel are screened by Research Integrity & Compliance (RIC).



Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party Screening using Visual Compliance.



RIC provides guidance if any concerns are identified for the entities being visited.



Canceled travel requests are reviewed to verify whether travel occurred.

Supervisor Review

Budget Review



Foreign Travel Screening





Final Departmental Review







Flowchart assumes approval at each stage. Will note that travel may be sent back for review/disapproved at any step. Flowchart represents current order of operations, which will be subject to change.

Traveler signs an attestation acknowledging review of several USF policies including, among others, Export Controls and policies governing international travel, including with USF property (to be noted verbally).

3



In fiscal period 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), RIC conducted a total of 1504 screenings for international travel (a 6% increase over FY 2024). Of this total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC



Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) involved travel to China 



The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been previously identified as completed travel





Summary
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Adam Carmer		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON

		Kyoung Cho		People's Republic of China		Changchun		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute

		Liwang Cui		People's Republic of China		Kunming, Shenyang		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University

		Heather Judkins		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		Frank Muller-Karger		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		University of Hong Kong

		Seckin Ozkul		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Tongji University

		Christina Richards		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xian		Xi'an Conservatory of Music

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Beijing		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company

		Isabel Romero		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		DaZhi Wang		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology

		Zhigao Wang		People's Republic of China		Guangzhou		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology

		Samuel Wu		People's Republic of China		Zhuhai, Hangzhou		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 

		Xinyan Yan		People's Republic of China		Shenzhen		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Varadero		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024
(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Ilene Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Michael Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Guangzhou		Guangzhou University

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xi'an		Shaanxi Normal University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Jiaxing		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023
(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Gert-Jan de Vreede		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Renmin University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Dalian		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers

		Tiffany Chenneville		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Psychology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases, RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Research Integrity & Compliance
 Foreign Influence Team

Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 

Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst

Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst
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Legislative Requirements


• Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all SUS 


institutions to establish an approval and 


monitoring program for international 


travel.


• Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to 


submit an annual report of foreign travel 


to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other 


appropriate governing board.


• The BOG issued guidance stating the 


annual report must be submitted to the 


USF Board of Trustees on or before July 


31 of each year.


Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)


People’s Republic of China


Russian Federation


Islamic Republic of Iran


Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea)


Republic of Cuba


Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro


Syrian Arab Republic







Travel Review Process


Travel 
Request 


Created in 


Archivum 


Requests for international travel are 
screened by Research Integrity & 


Compliance (RIC).


Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party 


Screening using Visual Compliance.


RIC provides guidance if any concerns are 


identified for the entities being visited.


Canceled travel requests are reviewed to 


verify whether travel occurred.


Supervisor 
Review


Budget 
Review


Foreign 
Travel 


Screening


Final 
Departmental 


Review







• In fiscal period 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), RIC conducted a total of 


1504 screenings for international travel (a 6% increase over FY 2024). Of this 


total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC


• Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) involved travel 


to China 


• The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that, 


although reviewed and approved, had not been previously identified as 


completed travel


Summary







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Adam Carmer People's Republic of China Hong Kong Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON


Kyoung Cho People's Republic of China Changchun Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute


Liwang Cui People's Republic of China Kunming, Shenyang China Medical University, Kunming Medical University


Heather Judkins People's Republic of China Hong Kong Hong Kong University of Science and Technology


Frank Muller-Karger People's Republic of China Hong Kong University of Hong Kong


Seckin Ozkul People's Republic of China Beijing Tongji University


Christina Richards People's Republic of China Kunming Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden


John Robison People's Republic of China Xian Xi'an Conservatory of Music


John Robison People's Republic of China Beijing
Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing 


Perth Music Company


Isabel Romero People's Republic of China Hong Kong
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Hong Kong
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of 


Science and Technology


DaZhi Wang People's Republic of China Kunming


Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, 


Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and 


Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology


Zhigao Wang People's Republic of China Guangzhou
GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese 


Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology


Samuel Wu People's Republic of China Zhuhai, Hangzhou


International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, 


Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese 


Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and 


Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research 


Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli 


Society, Beijing Normal University 


Xinyan Yan People's Republic of China Shenzhen


China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate 


School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 


Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute 


of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of 


Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Varadero


VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of 


Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and 


Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024


(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Ilene Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education


Michael Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China
Hong Kong, 


Guangzhou
Guangzhou University


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China
Hong Kong, Shanghai, 


Xiamen


Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal 


University


John Robison People's Republic of China Xi'an Shaanxi Normal University


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Jiaxing Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana


Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / 


Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana 


International Conference Center







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023


(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


Traveler
Foreign Country of Concern 


Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Gert-Jan de Vreede People's Republic of China Beijing Renmin University


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Dalian
Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific 


Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers


Tiffany Chenneville Republic of Cuba Havana Cuban Society of Psychology


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana
University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and 


Biotechnology


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana
University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and 


Biotechnology







Research Integrity & Compliance
 Foreign Influence Team


• Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 


• Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst


• Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst





		Default Section

		Slide 1: Annual Foreign Travel Report  July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

		Slide 2

		Slide 3

		Slide 4: Summary

		Slide 5: Annual Foreign Travel Report July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

		Slide 6: Annual Foreign Travel Report July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)

		Slide 7: Annual Foreign Travel Report July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 (travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)

		Slide 8: Annual Foreign Travel Report July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023 (travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report) 

		Slide 9: Research Integrity & Compliance  Foreign Influence Team






UNIVERSITY of

L/ SOUTH FLORIDA

Office of Compliance & Ethics






moved to the speaker’s section for reference.  Please see the attached presentation
with speaker’s notes.

Slide 4
Improved spacing for better readability in presentation mode.
Aligned the RIC text block with its corresponding process step for clarity.

The attached version without speakers notes represents the finalized format for the BOT-ACC
packet and will not be subject to further revision. Please let me know if you have any
questions or need clarification.

Regards,
Caroline

Caroline Fultz-Carver, PhD, MHA, CCEP
Chief Compliance Officer
Office of Compliance & Ethics
University of South Florida
(813) 974-4373
www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/
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Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jorgerodrigu@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
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Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance

USF Research & Innovation





Legislative Requirements



Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel.



Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of foreign travel to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board.



The BOG issued guidance stating the annual report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees on or before July 31 of each year.



Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)



People’s Republic of China

Russian Federation

Islamic Republic of Iran

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea)

Republic of Cuba

Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro

Syrian Arab Republic
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Travel Review Process

Travel Request Created in Archivum 



Requests for international travel are screened by Research Integrity & Compliance (RIC).



Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party Screening using Visual Compliance.



RIC provides guidance if any concerns are identified for the entities being visited.



Canceled travel requests are reviewed to verify whether travel occurred.

Supervisor Review

Budget Review



Foreign Travel Screening





Final Departmental Review







Flowchart assumes approval at each stage. Will note that travel may be sent back for review/disapproved at any step. Flowchart represents current order of operations, which will be subject to change.

Traveler signs an attestation acknowledging review of several USF policies including, among others, Export Controls and policies governing international travel, including with USF property (to be noted verbally).
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In fiscal period 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), RIC conducted a total of 1504 screenings for international travel (a 6% increase over FY 2024). Of this total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC



Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) involved travel to China 



The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been previously identified as completed travel





Summary
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Adam Carmer		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON

		Kyoung Cho		People's Republic of China		Changchun		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute

		Liwang Cui		People's Republic of China		Kunming, Shenyang		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University

		Heather Judkins		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		Frank Muller-Karger		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		University of Hong Kong

		Seckin Ozkul		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Tongji University

		Christina Richards		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xian		Xi'an Conservatory of Music

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Beijing		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company

		Isabel Romero		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		DaZhi Wang		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology

		Zhigao Wang		People's Republic of China		Guangzhou		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology

		Samuel Wu		People's Republic of China		Zhuhai, Hangzhou		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 

		Xinyan Yan		People's Republic of China		Shenzhen		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Varadero		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024
(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Ilene Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Michael Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Guangzhou		Guangzhou University

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xi'an		Shaanxi Normal University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Jiaxing		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.

7



Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023
(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Gert-Jan de Vreede		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Renmin University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Dalian		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers

		Tiffany Chenneville		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Psychology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases, RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Research Integrity & Compliance
 Foreign Influence Team

Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 

Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst

Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst
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“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Oriana Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2025 8:16 AM
To: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: OCE Final Documents - FCOC Annual Travel Report

Dear Jay,

Thank you for this email! I notice that the PDF presentation is different from the Presentation
that OCE Leadership sent to me to forward to you for final signature (attached).

May I have the reason for this if Jorge or Caroline ask me?

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 



813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2025 7:03 AM
To: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: OCE Final Documents - FCOC Annual Travel Report

Here are the updated letter and PDF of the presentation, with the added language that Caroline and
I discussed yesterday. There was no change to the coversheet.

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA, PMP
Director, Research Integrity & Compliance
University of South Florida
Tampa Campus
813-974-2302

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jramage@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu


USF Research Integrity and Compliance

From: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2025 5:05 PM
To: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Subject: OCE Final Documents - FCOC Annual Travel Report
Importance: High

Dear Jay,

At the request of OCE Leadership, please see the attached coversheet, report, and
presentation for final signature.

Once signed, OCE will facilitate the transfer to the appropriate offices. 

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jramage@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu


“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 



From: Oriana Thomas
To: Jorge Rodriguez
Subject: FW: OCE Final Documents - FCOC Annual Travel Report
Date: Thursday, July 24, 2025 8:10:21 AM
Attachments: FCOC Travel Annual Report 2025.pdf
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image001.png
image010.png
image012.png
image014.png
image016.png
image018.png
image020.png
image021.png
image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png
image007.png

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jorgerodrigu@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu



Annual Foreign Travel Report


July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025


Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA


Director, Research Integrity & Compliance


USF Research & Innovation







• Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all 
SUS institutions to establish an 
approval and monitoring program 
for international travel.


• Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to 
submit an annual report of foreign 
travel to the Board of Governors 
(BOG) or other appropriate 
governing board.


• The BOG issued guidance stating 
the annual report must be submitted 
to the USF Board of Trustees on or 
before July 31 of each year.


Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)
People’s Republic of China


Russian Federation


Islamic Republic of Iran


Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North 


Korea)
Republic of Cuba


Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro


Syrian Arab Republic







Travel Review Process


Travel 


Request 


Created in 


Archivum 


Requests for international travel are 


screened by Research Integrity & 


Compliance (RIC).


Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party 


Screening using Visual Compliance.


RIC provides guidance if any concerns are 


identified for the entities being visited.


Canceled travel requests are reviewed to 


verify whether travel occurred.


Supervisor 


Review


Budget 


Review


Foreign 


Travel 


Screening


Final 


Departmental 


Review







• In Fiscal Year 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), Research 


Integrity & Compliance conducted a total of 1504 screenings for 


international travel* (6% increase over FY 2024)


• Of this total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC


• Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) 


involved travel to China  


• The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 


and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been 


previously identified as completed travel


* screening and travel may not occur during the same fiscal  


period


Summary







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Adam Carmer People's Republic of China Hong Kong Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON


Kyoung Cho People's Republic of China Changchun Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute


Liwang Cui People's Republic of China Kunming, Shenyang China Medical University, Kunming Medical University


Heather Judkins People's Republic of China Hong Kong Hong Kong University of Science and Technology


Frank Muller-Karger People's Republic of China Hong Kong University of Hong Kong


Seckin Ozkul People's Republic of China Beijing Tongji University


Christina Richards People's Republic of China Kunming Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden


John Robison People's Republic of China Xian Xi'an Conservatory of Music


John Robison People's Republic of China Beijing
Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing 


Perth Music Company


Isabel Romero People's Republic of China Hong Kong
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Hong Kong
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of 


Science and Technology


DaZhi Wang People's Republic of China Kunming


Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, 


Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and 


Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology


Zhigao Wang People's Republic of China Guangzhou
GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese 


Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology


Samuel Wu People's Republic of China Zhuhai, Hangzhou


International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, 


Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese 


Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and 


Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research 


Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli 


Society, Beijing Normal University 


Xinyan Yan People's Republic of China Shenzhen


China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate 


School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 


Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute 


of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of 


Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Varadero


VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of 


Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and 


Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024


(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Ilene Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education


Michael Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China
Hong Kong, 


Guangzhou
Guangzhou University


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China
Hong Kong, Shanghai, 


Xiamen


Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal 


University


John Robison People's Republic of China Xi'an Shaanxi Normal University


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Jiaxing Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana


Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / 


Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana 


International Conference Center







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023


(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Gert-Jan de Vreede People's Republic of China Beijing Renmin University


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Dalian


Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific 


Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and 


Computers


Tiffany Chenneville Republic of Cuba Havana Cuban Society of Psychology


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana
University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering 


and Biotechnology


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana
University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering 


and Biotechnology







Research Integrity & Compliance
Foreign Influence Team


• Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 


• Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst


• Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst








 
 


 


 
Research Integrity & Compliance 
University of South Florida   /   3702 Spectrum Blvd., Suite 165   /   Tampa, FL 33612   /   813-974-5638 


July 24, 2025 


Trustee Sandra Callahan 


University of South Florida 


Office of the Board of Trustees Operations 


4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CGS301 


Tampa, FL 33620 


 


Re: Annual Foreign Travel Report 


 


Dear Trustee Callahan: 


 


Effective July 1, 2022, Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions, 


required all State University System institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program 


for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual 


report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors 


(BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In April 2022, the BOG issued guidance clarifying 


that the annual foreign travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees each July 


31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report and covers 


the fiscal period from July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. The report also includes additional 


travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been 


previously identified as completed travel and therefore are being reported now. 


 


Please let me know if I may answer any questions. 


 


Respectfully, 


 


 


 


 


Jason G. Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA 


Director, Research Integrity & Compliance 


 


Encl. 


 


cc: Sylvia Thomas, PhD, Vice President for Research & Innovation 


      Keith Anderson, MS, CRA, Associate Vice President for Research & Innovation 


      Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 


      Kiki Caruson, PhD, Vice President for USF World      


      Caroline Fultz-Carver, PhD, MHA, CCEP, Chief Compliance Officer 


      Jorge A. Rodriguez, MSEd, CCEP, Associate Compliance Officer 


      Oriana Thomas, MBA, Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence  
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 
 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Adam Carmer People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 


Hotel ICON 


Kyoung Cho People's Republic of China Changchun 
Changchun Normal University, 


Changchun Music Institute 


Liwang Cui People's Republic of China 
Kunming, 


Shenyang 


China Medical University, Kunming 


Medical University 


Heather Judkins People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


Frank Muller-Karger People's Republic of China Hong Kong University of Hong Kong 


Seckin Ozkul People's Republic of China Beijing Tongji University 


Christina Richards People's Republic of China Kunming 
Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical 


Garden 


John Robison People's Republic of China Xian Xi'an Conservatory of Music 


John Robison People's Republic of China Beijing 


 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha 


Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music 


Company 


Isabel Romero People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Hong Kong 


Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 


Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


DaZhi Wang People's Republic of China Kunming 


Chinese Biological Investigators Society, 


Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical 


University, Chinese Society of 


Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, 


Chinese Society of Cell Biology 


Zhigao Wang People's Republic of China Guangzhou 


GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF 


Superfamily Conference, Chinese 


Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese 


Society for Cell Biology 


Samuel Wu People's Republic of China 
Zhuhai, 


Hangzhou 


International Chinese Statistical 


Association, Zhejiang University, Joint 


Conference on Statistics and Data 


Science in China, Chinese Society of 


Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of 


Probability and Statistics, National 


Industrial Statistics Teaching and 


Research Association, Chinese Society 


of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli 


Society, Beijing Normal University  
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Xinyan Yan People's Republic of China Shenzhen 


China International Conference in 


Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School 


of Business, The Chinese University of 


Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data 


Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute 


of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong 


University, Southern University of 


Science and Technology, Chinese 


Association of Finance 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Varadero 


VII International Congress on 


Comprehensive Management of 


Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, 


Palacio de la Convenciones 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 


(travel not previously included in the 2024 report) 


 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Ilene Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai 
Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood 


Education 


Michael Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai 
Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood 


Education 


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China 
Hong Kong, 


Guangzhou 
Guangzhou University 


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China 
Hong Kong, 


Shanghai, Xiamen 


Shanghai Conservatory of Music / 


Jimei University / Anhui Normal 


University 


John Robison People's Republic of China Xi'an Shaanxi Normal University 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Jiaxing 
Yangtze Delta Region Research 


Institute of Tsinghua University 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 


Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban 


Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-


Mexico International Symposium on 


Obesity / Havana International 


Conference Center 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023 
(travel not previously included in the 2023 report) 


 


 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Gert-Jan de Vreede People's Republic of China Beijing Renmin University 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Dalian 


Beijing University of Technology / 2023 


Asia-Pacific Conference on Image 


Processing, Electronics and Computers 


Tiffany Chenneville Republic of Cuba Havana Cuban Society of Psychology 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 
University of Havana / Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 
University of Havana / Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 
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“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2025 7:03 AM
To: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: OCE Final Documents - FCOC Annual Travel Report

Here are the updated letter and PDF of the presentation, with the added language that Caroline and
I discussed yesterday. There was no change to the coversheet.

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA, PMP
Director, Research Integrity & Compliance
University of South Florida
Tampa Campus
813-974-2302

USF Research Integrity and Compliance

From: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2025 5:05 PM
To: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Subject: OCE Final Documents - FCOC Annual Travel Report
Importance: High

Dear Jay,

https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jramage@usf.edu


At the request of OCE Leadership, please see the attached coversheet, report, and
presentation for final signature.

Once signed, OCE will facilitate the transfer to the appropriate offices. 

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu


Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 



From: Oriana Thomas
To: Jorge Rodriguez
Subject: FW: Report of Foreign Travel
Date: Tuesday, July 22, 2025 11:10:13 AM
Attachments: BOT_Coversheet_ForeignTravel_20250808_FINAL.docx

FCOC Travel Annual Report 2025.pptx
RIC Annual Travel Report 2025 .docx
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image007.png
image008.png

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jorgerodrigu@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu







Agenda Item: TBD  







USF Board of Trustees

[bookmark: _GoBack]August 22, 2025





Issue: Annual Foreign Travel Report



________________________________________________________________



Proposed action:  	Informational

________________________________________________________________



Executive Summary: 



Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions, requires all SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In 2022, the BOG issued guidance clarifying that the annual travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees on July 31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report and covers the period from July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025.



















Financial Impact: N/A









________________________________________________________________



Strategic Goal(s) Item Supports: 3.C(4): To increase collaborative national and international scholarly activity while strengthening processes to protect intellectual assets. 

BOT Committee Review Date:  August 8, 2025

Supporting Documentation Online (please circle):  	Yes                   		No 

Prepared by: Mitchell McNelly, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst and Jason Ramage, Director of Research Integrity & Compliance 








Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance

USF Research & Innovation





Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel.

Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of foreign travel to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board.

The BOG issued guidance stating the annual report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees on or before July 31 of each year.



Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)

People’s Republic of China

Russian Federation

Islamic Republic of Iran

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea)

Republic of Cuba

Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro

Syrian Arab Republic







Screened but canceled travel no longer included in report as this was not required per statute.
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Travel Review Process

Travel Request Created in Archivum 



Requests for international travel are screened by Research Integrity & Compliance (RIC).



Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party Screening using Visual Compliance.



RIC provides guidance if any concerns are identified for the entities being visited.



Canceled travel requests are reviewed to verify whether travel occurred.

Supervisor Review

Budget Review



Foreign Travel Screening





Final Departmental Review







Flowchart assumes approval at each stage. Will note that travel may be sent back for review/disapproved at any step. Flowchart represents current order of operations, which will be subject to change.

Traveler signs an attestation acknowledging review of several USF policies including, among others, Export Controls and policies governing international travel, including with USF property (to be noted verbally).
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In Fiscal Year 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), Research Integrity & Compliance conducted a total of 1504 screenings for international travel* (6% increase over FY 2024)

Of this total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC

Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) involved travel to China  

Following an audit, RIC identified travel to FCOCs in FY2023 and FY2024 that was not previously reported; these are included in this report



	* screening and travel may not occur during the same fiscal  

           period



Summary
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Adam Carmer		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON

		Kyoung Cho		People's Republic of China		Changchun		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute

		Liwang Cui		People's Republic of China		Kunming, Shenyang		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University

		Heather Judkins		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		Frank Muller-Karger		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		University of Hong Kong

		Seckin Ozkul		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Tongji University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Varadero		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones

		Christina Richards		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xian		Xi'an Conservatory of Music

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Beijing		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Isabel Romero		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		DaZhi Wang		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology

		Zhigao Wang		People's Republic of China		Guangzhou		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology

		Samuel Wu		People's Republic of China		Zhuhai, Hangzhou		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 

		Xinyan Yan		People's Republic of China		Shenzhen		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024
(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Ilene Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Michael Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Guangzhou		Guangzhou University

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xi'an		Shaanxi Normal University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Jiaxing		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023
(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Tiffany Chenneville		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Psychology

		Gert-Jan de Vreede		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Renmin University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Dalian		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Research Integrity & Compliance
 Foreign Influence Team

Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 

Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst

Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst







Acknowledge RIC Staff
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[bookmark: _GoBack]July 21, 2025

Trustee Sandra Callahan

University of South Florida

Office of the Board of Trustees Operations

4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CGS301

Tampa, FL  33620



Re:	Annual Foreign Travel Report



Dear Trustee Callahan:



Effective July 1, 2022, Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions required all State University System institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In April of 2022, the BOG issued guidance clarifying that the annual foreign travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees each July 31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report and covers the fiscal period from July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025. The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that were not previously identified and reported.



Please let me know if I may answer any questions.


Respectfully,






Jason G. Ramage, Ph.D., M.S., MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance



Encl.



cc: Sylvia Thomas, Ph.D., Vice President for Research & Innovation

      Keith Anderson, MS, CRA, Associate Vice President for Research & Innovation

      Fred Pflueger, Ph.D., Export Control Officer     

      Marcia Taylor, MA, Director, Office of International Services 	

      Caroline Fultz-Carver, Ph.D., Chief Compliance Officer

      Oriana Thomas, MBA, Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance

Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025



		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Adam Carmer

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON



		Kyoung Cho

		People's Republic of China

		Changchun

		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute



		Liwang Cui

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming, Shenyang

		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University



		Heather Judkins

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		Frank Muller-Karger

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		University of Hong Kong



		Seckin Ozkul

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		Tongji University



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Varadero

		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones



		Christina Richards

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming

		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Xian

		Xi'an Conservatory of Music



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company



		Isabel Romero

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		DaZhi Wang

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming

		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology



		Zhigao Wang

		People's Republic of China

		Guangzhou

		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology



		Samuel Wu

		People's Republic of China

		Zhuhai, Hangzhou

		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 



		Xinyan Yan

		People's Republic of China

		Shenzhen

		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance















































Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

(travel not previously included in the 2024 report)



		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Ilene Berson

		People's Republic of China

		Shanghai

		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education



		Michael Berson

		People's Republic of China

		Shanghai

		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education



		Chi-Keung Fung

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong, Guangzhou

		Guangzhou University



		Chi-Keung Fung

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen

		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Xi'an

		Shaanxi Normal University



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Jiaxing

		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University









































Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

(travel not previously included in the 2023 report)





		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Tiffany Chenneville

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		Cuban Society of Psychology



		Gert-Jan de Vreede

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		Renmin University



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Dalian

		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers
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Research Integrity & Compliance
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“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Oriana Thomas 
Sent: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 12:03 PM
To: Jorge Rodriguez <jorgerodrigu@usf.edu>
Subject: FW: Report of Foreign Travel

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu


“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu> 
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 2:58 PM
To: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Cc: Frederick Pflueger <fpflueger@usf.edu>; Mitchell McNelly <mmcnelly@usf.edu>
Subject: Report of Foreign Travel

Hi Oriana – please find attached RIC’s draft travel report, PowerPoint presentation, and cover sheet.

I’ll submit a signed version of the memo following your review and will update the memo date at
that time as well.

Thanks!

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA, PMP
Director, Research Integrity & Compliance
University of South Florida
Tampa Campus
813-974-2302

USF Research Integrity and Compliance

mailto:jramage@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:fpflueger@usf.edu
mailto:mmcnelly@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/


From: Oriana Thomas
To: Jorge Rodriguez
Subject: FW: Report of Foreign Travel
Date: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 12:03:37 PM
Attachments: BOT_Coversheet_ForeignTravel_20250808_FINAL.docx

FCOC Travel Annual Report 2025.pptx
RIC Annual Travel Report 2025 .docx
image001.png
image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png
image007.png
image008.png

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jorgerodrigu@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu







Agenda Item: TBD  







USF Board of Trustees

[bookmark: _GoBack]August 22, 2025





Issue: Annual Foreign Travel Report



________________________________________________________________



Proposed action:  	Informational

________________________________________________________________



Executive Summary: 



Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions, requires all SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In 2022, the BOG issued guidance clarifying that the annual travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees on July 31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report and covers the period from July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025.



















Financial Impact: N/A









________________________________________________________________



Strategic Goal(s) Item Supports: 3.C(4): To increase collaborative national and international scholarly activity while strengthening processes to protect intellectual assets. 

BOT Committee Review Date:  August 8, 2025

Supporting Documentation Online (please circle):  	Yes                   		No 

Prepared by: Mitchell McNelly, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst and Jason Ramage, Director of Research Integrity & Compliance 








Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance

USF Research & Innovation





Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel.

Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of foreign travel to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board.

The BOG issued guidance stating the annual report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees on or before July 31 of each year.



Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)

People’s Republic of China

Russian Federation

Islamic Republic of Iran

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea)

Republic of Cuba

Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro

Syrian Arab Republic







Screened but canceled travel no longer included in report as this was not required per statute.
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Travel Review Process

Travel Request Created in Archivum 



Requests for international travel are screened by Research Integrity & Compliance (RIC).



Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party Screening using Visual Compliance.



RIC provides guidance if any concerns are identified for the entities being visited.



Canceled travel requests are reviewed to verify whether travel occurred.

Supervisor Review

Budget Review



Foreign Travel Screening





Final Departmental Review







Flowchart assumes approval at each stage. Will note that travel may be sent back for review/disapproved at any step. Flowchart represents current order of operations, which will be subject to change.

Traveler signs an attestation acknowledging review of several USF policies including, among others, Export Controls and policies governing international travel, including with USF property (to be noted verbally).
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In Fiscal Year 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), Research Integrity & Compliance conducted a total of 1504 screenings for international travel* (6% increase over FY 2024)

Of this total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC

Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) involved travel to China  

Following an audit, RIC identified travel to FCOCs in FY2023 and FY2024 that was not previously reported; these are included in this report



	* screening and travel may not occur during the same fiscal  

           period



Summary
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Adam Carmer		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON

		Kyoung Cho		People's Republic of China		Changchun		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute

		Liwang Cui		People's Republic of China		Kunming, Shenyang		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University

		Heather Judkins		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		Frank Muller-Karger		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		University of Hong Kong

		Seckin Ozkul		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Tongji University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Varadero		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones

		Christina Richards		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xian		Xi'an Conservatory of Music

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Beijing		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Isabel Romero		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		DaZhi Wang		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology

		Zhigao Wang		People's Republic of China		Guangzhou		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology

		Samuel Wu		People's Republic of China		Zhuhai, Hangzhou		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 

		Xinyan Yan		People's Republic of China		Shenzhen		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024
(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Ilene Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Michael Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Guangzhou		Guangzhou University

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xi'an		Shaanxi Normal University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Jiaxing		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023
(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Tiffany Chenneville		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Psychology

		Gert-Jan de Vreede		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Renmin University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Dalian		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Research Integrity & Compliance
 Foreign Influence Team

Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 

Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst

Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst







Acknowledge RIC Staff
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[bookmark: _GoBack]July 21, 2025

Trustee Sandra Callahan

University of South Florida

Office of the Board of Trustees Operations

4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CGS301

Tampa, FL  33620



Re:	Annual Foreign Travel Report



Dear Trustee Callahan:



Effective July 1, 2022, Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions required all State University System institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In April of 2022, the BOG issued guidance clarifying that the annual foreign travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees each July 31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report and covers the fiscal period from July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025. The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that were not previously identified and reported.



Please let me know if I may answer any questions.


Respectfully,






Jason G. Ramage, Ph.D., M.S., MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance



Encl.



cc: Sylvia Thomas, Ph.D., Vice President for Research & Innovation

      Keith Anderson, MS, CRA, Associate Vice President for Research & Innovation

      Fred Pflueger, Ph.D., Export Control Officer     

      Marcia Taylor, MA, Director, Office of International Services 	

      Caroline Fultz-Carver, Ph.D., Chief Compliance Officer

      Oriana Thomas, MBA, Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance

Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025



		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Adam Carmer

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON



		Kyoung Cho

		People's Republic of China

		Changchun

		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute



		Liwang Cui

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming, Shenyang

		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University



		Heather Judkins

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		Frank Muller-Karger

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		University of Hong Kong



		Seckin Ozkul

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		Tongji University



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Varadero

		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones



		Christina Richards

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming

		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Xian

		Xi'an Conservatory of Music



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company



		Isabel Romero

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		DaZhi Wang

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming

		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology



		Zhigao Wang

		People's Republic of China

		Guangzhou

		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology



		Samuel Wu

		People's Republic of China

		Zhuhai, Hangzhou

		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 



		Xinyan Yan

		People's Republic of China

		Shenzhen

		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance















































Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

(travel not previously included in the 2024 report)



		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Ilene Berson

		People's Republic of China

		Shanghai

		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education



		Michael Berson

		People's Republic of China

		Shanghai

		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education



		Chi-Keung Fung

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong, Guangzhou

		Guangzhou University



		Chi-Keung Fung

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen

		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Xi'an

		Shaanxi Normal University



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Jiaxing

		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University









































Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

(travel not previously included in the 2023 report)





		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Tiffany Chenneville

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		Cuban Society of Psychology



		Gert-Jan de Vreede

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		Renmin University



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Dalian

		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers
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“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu> 
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 2:58 PM
To: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Cc: Frederick Pflueger <fpflueger@usf.edu>; Mitchell McNelly <mmcnelly@usf.edu>
Subject: Report of Foreign Travel

Hi Oriana – please find attached RIC’s draft travel report, PowerPoint presentation, and cover sheet.

I’ll submit a signed version of the memo following your review and will update the memo date at
that time as well.

Thanks!

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA, PMP
Director, Research Integrity & Compliance
University of South Florida
Tampa Campus
813-974-2302

USF Research Integrity and Compliance

https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/


From: Oriana Thomas
To: Jorge Rodriguez
Subject: Fw: Compliance Review and Request for RIC Final Approval/Signoff: Report of Foreign Travel
Date: Saturday, July 19, 2025 5:38:24 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image020.png
RIC Annual Travel Report 2025.pdf
FCOC Travel Annual Report 2025.pdf
image009.png
image011.png
image013.png
image015.png
image017.png
image019.png
image021.png
image022.png
image023.png
image024.png
image025.png
image032.png

Best Wishes,

Oriana Thomas, MBA (She/Her/Hers) 
Assistant Compliance Officer - Foreign Influence
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 E. Fowler Ave, ALN 172 
Tampa, FL 33620 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Sent: Saturday, July 19, 2025 1:05:29 PM
To: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Cc: Frederick Pflueger <fpflueger@usf.edu>; Mitchell McNelly <mmcnelly@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: Compliance Review and Request for RIC Final Approval/Signoff: Report of Foreign Travel

Hi Oriana –

I am adding Kiki Caruson onto the cc line in Marcia’s place. I have no concerns with the other edits to
the report.

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jorgerodrigu@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
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Research Integrity & Compliance 
University of South Florida   /   3702 Spectrum Blvd., Suite 165   /   Tampa, FL 33612   /   813-974-5638 


July 21, 2025 


Trustee Sandra Callahan 


University of South Florida 


Office of the Board of Trustees Operations 


4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CGS301 


Tampa, FL 33620 


 


Re: Annual Foreign Travel Report 


 


Dear Trustee Callahan: 


 


Effective July 1, 2022, Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions 


required all State University System institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program 


for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual 


report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors 


(BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In April of 2022, the BOG issued guidance 


clarifying that the annual foreign travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees 


each July 31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report 


and covers the fiscal period from July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. The report also includes 


additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that were not previously identified and reported. 


 


Please let me know if I may answer any questions. 


 


Respectfully, 


 


 


 


Jason G. Ramage, Ph.D., M.S., MBA 


Director, Research Integrity & Compliance 


 


Encl. 


 


cc: Sylvia Thomas, Ph.D., Vice President for Research & Innovation 


      Keith Anderson, MS, CRA, Associate Vice President for Research & Innovation 


      Fred Pflueger, Ph.D., Export Control Officer      


      Kiki Caruson, Ph.D., Vice President, USF World 


      Caroline Fultz-Carver, Ph.D., CCEP, Chief Compliance Officer 


      Jorge A. Rodriguez, M.S.Ed., CCEP, Associate Compliance Officer 


      Oriana Thomas, MBA., Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence  


 


 


 


 


Docusign Envelope ID: 5792AA85-8EC4-42C4-A6EE-C3FD42B6F020







Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 
 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Adam Carmer People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 


Hotel ICON 


Kyoung Cho People's Republic of China Changchun 
Changchun Normal University, 


Changchun Music Institute 


Liwang Cui People's Republic of China 
Kunming, 


Shenyang 


China Medical University, Kunming 


Medical University 


Heather Judkins People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


Frank Muller-Karger People's Republic of China Hong Kong University of Hong Kong 


Seckin Ozkul People's Republic of China Beijing Tongji University 


Christina Richards People's Republic of China Kunming 
Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical 


Garden 


John Robison People's Republic of China Xian Xi'an Conservatory of Music 


John Robison People's Republic of China Beijing 


 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha 


Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music 


Company 


Isabel Romero People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Hong Kong 


Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 


Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


DaZhi Wang People's Republic of China Kunming 


Chinese Biological Investigators Society, 


Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical 


University, Chinese Society of 


Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, 


Chinese Society of Cell Biology 


Zhigao Wang People's Republic of China Guangzhou 


GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF 


Superfamily Conference, Chinese 


Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese 


Society for Cell Biology 


Samuel Wu People's Republic of China 
Zhuhai, 


Hangzhou 


International Chinese Statistical 


Association, Zhejiang University, Joint 


Conference on Statistics and Data 


Science in China, Chinese Society of 


Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of 


Probability and Statistics, National 


Industrial Statistics Teaching and 


Research Association, Chinese Society 


of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli 


Society, Beijing Normal University  


Docusign Envelope ID: 5792AA85-8EC4-42C4-A6EE-C3FD42B6F020







Xinyan Yan People's Republic of China Shenzhen 


China International Conference in 


Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School 


of Business, The Chinese University of 


Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data 


Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute 


of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong 


University, Southern University of 


Science and Technology, Chinese 


Association of Finance 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Varadero 


VII International Congress on 


Comprehensive Management of 


Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, 


Palacio de la Convenciones 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 


(travel not previously included in the 2024 report) 


 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Ilene Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai 
Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood 


Education 


Michael Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai 
Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood 


Education 


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China 
Hong Kong, 


Guangzhou 
Guangzhou University 


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China 
Hong Kong, 


Shanghai, Xiamen 


Shanghai Conservatory of Music / 


Jimei University / Anhui Normal 


University 


John Robison People's Republic of China Xi'an Shaanxi Normal University 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Jiaxing 
Yangtze Delta Region Research 


Institute of Tsinghua University 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 


Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban 


Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-


Mexico International Symposium on 


Obesity / Havana International 


Conference Center 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023 
(travel not previously included in the 2023 report) 


 


 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Gert-Jan de Vreede People's Republic of China Beijing Renmin University 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Dalian 


Beijing University of Technology / 2023 


Asia-Pacific Conference on Image 


Processing, Electronics and Computers 


Tiffany Chenneville Republic of Cuba Havana Cuban Society of Psychology 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 
University of Havana / Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 
University of Havana / Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report


July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025


Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA


Director, Research Integrity & Compliance


USF Research & Innovation







• Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all 
SUS institutions to establish an 
approval and monitoring program 
for international travel.


• Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to 
submit an annual report of foreign 
travel to the Board of Governors 
(BOG) or other appropriate 
governing board.


• The BOG issued guidance stating 
the annual report must be submitted 
to the USF Board of Trustees on or 
before July 31 of each year.


Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)
People’s Republic of China


Russian Federation


Islamic Republic of Iran


Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North 


Korea)
Republic of Cuba


Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro


Syrian Arab Republic







Travel Review Process


Travel 


Request 


Created in 


Archivum 


Requests for international travel are 


screened by Research Integrity & 


Compliance (RIC).


Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party 


Screening using Visual Compliance.


RIC provides guidance if any concerns are 


identified for the entities being visited.


Canceled travel requests are reviewed to 


verify whether travel occurred.


Supervisor 


Review


Budget 


Review


Foreign 


Travel 


Screening


Final 


Departmental 


Review







• In Fiscal Year 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), Research 


Integrity & Compliance conducted a total of 1504 screenings for 


international travel* (6% increase over FY 2024)


• Of this total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC


• Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) 


involved travel to China  


• Following an audit, RIC identified travel to FCOCs in FY2023 


and FY2024 that was not previously reported; these are 


included in this report


* screening and travel may not occur during the same fiscal  


period


Summary







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Adam Carmer People's Republic of China Hong Kong Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON


Kyoung Cho People's Republic of China Changchun Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute


Liwang Cui People's Republic of China Kunming, Shenyang China Medical University, Kunming Medical University


Heather Judkins People's Republic of China Hong Kong Hong Kong University of Science and Technology


Frank Muller-Karger People's Republic of China Hong Kong University of Hong Kong


Seckin Ozkul People's Republic of China Beijing Tongji University


Christina Richards People's Republic of China Kunming Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden


John Robison People's Republic of China Xian Xi'an Conservatory of Music


John Robison People's Republic of China Beijing
Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing 


Perth Music Company


Isabel Romero People's Republic of China Hong Kong
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Hong Kong
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of 


Science and Technology


DaZhi Wang People's Republic of China Kunming


Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, 


Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and 


Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology


Zhigao Wang People's Republic of China Guangzhou
GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese 


Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology


Samuel Wu People's Republic of China Zhuhai, Hangzhou


International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, 


Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese 


Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and 


Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research 


Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli 


Society, Beijing Normal University 


Xinyan Yan People's Republic of China Shenzhen


China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate 


School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 


Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute 


of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of 


Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Varadero


VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of 


Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and 


Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024


(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Ilene Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education


Michael Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China
Hong Kong, 


Guangzhou
Guangzhou University


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China
Hong Kong, Shanghai, 


Xiamen


Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal 


University


John Robison People's Republic of China Xi'an Shaanxi Normal University


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Jiaxing Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana


Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / 


Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana 


International Conference Center







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023


(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Gert-Jan de Vreede People's Republic of China Beijing Renmin University


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Dalian


Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific 


Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and 


Computers


Tiffany Chenneville Republic of Cuba Havana Cuban Society of Psychology


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana
University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering 


and Biotechnology


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana
University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering 


and Biotechnology







Research Integrity & Compliance
Foreign Influence Team


• Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 


• Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst


• Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst










P 5

Designated

Project Manager

N





Modern

Management Tools

v









PROBLEM
SOLVING













P 5

Designated

Project Manager

N





Modern

Management Tools

v









PROBLEM
SOLVING










The order of operations for the Travel Review Process has been updated.

There is a reason for the difference in the number of screenings and actual incidents of travel, which
is why I have the explanatory note. The numbers and percentages as I have them are correct; I left
this slide as is. I have updated the tables to reflect the same format as the report. Attached is the
PDF of the slides.

Fred/Mitch – please keep a copy of these in your records.

Thanks,

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA, PMP
Director, Research Integrity & Compliance
University of South Florida
Tampa Campus
813-974-2302

USF Research Integrity and Compliance

From: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu> 
Sent: Friday, July 18, 2025 5:12 PM
To: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Subject: Compliance Review and Request for RIC Final Approval/Signoff: Report of Foreign Travel

Dear Jay,

Again, thank you for providing RICs information ahead of schedule. I have finished my review
with minor revisions to the report and PowerPoint.

Please see a summary of the revisions below.

Annual Report:
I added Jorge A. Rodriguez to the CC line and removed Marcia Taylor.
I reformatted the table and sorted the entries by FCOC (China then Cuba).
I removed the header and footer after the first page.

Annual Presentation:
I revised the Travel Review Process to reflect the key points of the new workflow (RIC
approval before Supervisor approval).
In the summary slide it was mentioned that there were 18 travels to FCOC, but the
report had 16 travels. I changed the number to reflect the report and edited the

https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/


percentages accordingly.
I removed the asterisked point and footnote – Although it is a great talking point, I thought
it better to remove from the visual.
I removed the statement regarding the audit – Again, it is a great talking point, but I did not
think it was necessary for the visual.

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu


Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Oriana Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, July 16, 2025 5:32 PM
To: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Cc: Frederick Pflueger <fpflueger@usf.edu>; Mitchell McNelly <mmcnelly@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: Report of Foreign Travel

Good day Jay, Fred, and Mitchell,

Please forgive my late response. Thank you for getting this to me ahead of time! I am working on
this review and should have it finished by tomorrow.

Thank you again – it’s greatly appreciated!

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:jramage@usf.edu
mailto:fpflueger@usf.edu
mailto:mmcnelly@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu


“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu> 
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 2:58 PM
To: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Cc: Frederick Pflueger <fpflueger@usf.edu>; Mitchell McNelly <mmcnelly@usf.edu>
Subject: Report of Foreign Travel

Hi Oriana – please find attached RIC’s draft travel report, PowerPoint presentation, and cover sheet.

I’ll submit a signed version of the memo following your review and will update the memo date at
that time as well.

Thanks!

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA, PMP
Director, Research Integrity & Compliance
University of South Florida
Tampa Campus
813-974-2302

USF Research Integrity and Compliance

mailto:jramage@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:fpflueger@usf.edu
mailto:mmcnelly@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/


From: Oriana Thomas
To: Jay Ramage
Subject: OCE Final Documents - FCOC Annual Travel Report
Date: Wednesday, July 23, 2025 5:04:59 PM
Attachments: BOT_Coversheet_ForeignTravel_FINAL.docx

FCOC Travel Annual Report 2025_20250723_oceupdates_FINAL.pptx
RIC Annual Travel Report 2025_20250723_oceupdates_FINAL.docx
image001.png
image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png
image007.png
image008.png

Importance: High

Dear Jay,

At the request of OCE Leadership, please see the attached coversheet, report, and
presentation for final signature.

Once signed, OCE will facilitate the transfer to the appropriate offices. 

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=9e0a8f42cdf342a184a767f67738622d-Ramage, Jas
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu







Agenda Item: TBD  







USF Board of Trustees

August 22, 2025





Issue: Annual Foreign Travel Report



________________________________________________________________



Proposed action:  	Informational

________________________________________________________________



Executive Summary: 



Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions, requires all SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In 2022, the BOG issued guidance clarifying that the annual travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees on July 31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report and covers the period from July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025.



















Financial Impact: N/A









________________________________________________________________



BOT Committee Review Date:  August 22, 2025

Supporting Documentation Online (please circle):  	Yes                   		No 

Prepared by: Mitchell McNelly, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst and Jason Ramage, Director of Research Integrity & Compliance 








Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance

USF Research & Innovation





Legislative Requirements



Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel.



Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of foreign travel to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board.



The BOG issued guidance stating the annual report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees on or before July 31 of each year.



Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)



People’s Republic of China

Russian Federation

Islamic Republic of Iran

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea)

Republic of Cuba

Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro

Syrian Arab Republic
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Travel Review Process

Travel Request Created in Archivum 



Requests for international travel are screened by Research Integrity & Compliance (RIC).



Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party Screening using Visual Compliance.



RIC provides guidance if any concerns are identified for the entities being visited.



Canceled travel requests are reviewed to verify whether travel occurred.

Supervisor Review

Budget Review



Foreign Travel Screening





Final Departmental Review







Flowchart assumes approval at each stage. Will note that travel may be sent back for review/disapproved at any step. Flowchart represents current order of operations, which will be subject to change.

Traveler signs an attestation acknowledging review of several USF policies including, among others, Export Controls and policies governing international travel, including with USF property (to be noted verbally).
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In fiscal period 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), RIC conducted a total of 1504 screenings for international travel (a 6% increase over FY 2024). Of this total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC



Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) involved travel to China 



The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been previously identified as completed travel





Summary
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Adam Carmer		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON

		Kyoung Cho		People's Republic of China		Changchun		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute

		Liwang Cui		People's Republic of China		Kunming, Shenyang		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University

		Heather Judkins		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		Frank Muller-Karger		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		University of Hong Kong

		Seckin Ozkul		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Tongji University

		Christina Richards		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xian		Xi'an Conservatory of Music

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Beijing		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company

		Isabel Romero		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		DaZhi Wang		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology

		Zhigao Wang		People's Republic of China		Guangzhou		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology

		Samuel Wu		People's Republic of China		Zhuhai, Hangzhou		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 

		Xinyan Yan		People's Republic of China		Shenzhen		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Varadero		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024
(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Ilene Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Michael Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Guangzhou		Guangzhou University

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xi'an		Shaanxi Normal University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Jiaxing		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023
(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Gert-Jan de Vreede		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Renmin University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Dalian		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers

		Tiffany Chenneville		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Psychology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases, RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Research Integrity & Compliance
 Foreign Influence Team

Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 

Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst

Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst







Acknowledge RIC Staff
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July XX, 2025

Trustee Sandra Callahan

University of South Florida

Office of the Board of Trustees Operations

4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CGS301

Tampa, FL 33620



Re:	Annual Foreign Travel Report



Dear Trustee Callahan:



Effective July 1, 2022, Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions, required all State University System institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In April 2022, the BOG issued guidance clarifying that the annual foreign travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees each July 31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report and covers the fiscal period from July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been previously identified as completed travel and therefore are being reported now.



Please let me know if I may answer any questions.


Respectfully,








Jason G. Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance



Encl.



cc: Sylvia Thomas, PhD, Vice President for Research & Innovation

      Keith Anderson, MS, CRA, Associate Vice President for Research & Innovation

      Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer

      Kiki Caruson, PhD, Vice President for USF World     

      Caroline Fultz-Carver, PhD, MHA, CCEP, Chief Compliance Officer

      Jorge A. Rodriguez, MSEd, CCEP, Associate Compliance Officer

      Oriana Thomas, MBA, Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence 







Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025



		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Adam Carmer

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON



		Kyoung Cho

		People's Republic of China

		Changchun

		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute



		Liwang Cui

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming, Shenyang

		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University



		Heather Judkins

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		Frank Muller-Karger

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		University of Hong Kong



		Seckin Ozkul

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		Tongji University



		Christina Richards

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming

		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Xian

		Xi'an Conservatory of Music



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company



		Isabel Romero

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		DaZhi Wang

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming

		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology



		Zhigao Wang

		People's Republic of China

		Guangzhou

		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology



		Samuel Wu

		People's Republic of China

		Zhuhai, Hangzhou

		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 



		Xinyan Yan

		People's Republic of China

		Shenzhen

		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Varadero

		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones









































































Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

(travel not previously included in the 2024 report)



		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Ilene Berson

		People's Republic of China

		Shanghai

		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education



		Michael Berson

		People's Republic of China

		Shanghai

		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education



		Chi-Keung Fung

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong, Guangzhou

		Guangzhou University



		Chi-Keung Fung

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen

		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Xi'an

		Shaanxi Normal University



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Jiaxing

		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center

























































Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

(travel not previously included in the 2023 report)





		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Gert-Jan de Vreede

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		Renmin University



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Dalian

		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers



		Tiffany Chenneville

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		Cuban Society of Psychology



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology
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“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 



From: Oriana Thomas
To: Jay Ramage
Cc: Jorge Rodriguez; Caroline Fultz-Carver; Clara Ohannes
Subject: RE: OCE Final Documents - FCOC Annual Travel Report
Date: Thursday, July 24, 2025 8:42:55 AM
Attachments: FCOC Travel Annual Report 2025.pdf
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Dear Jay,

Thank you for this update.

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=9e0a8f42cdf342a184a767f67738622d-Ramage, Jas
mailto:jorgerodrigu@usf.edu
mailto:cfcarver@usf.edu
mailto:cohannes@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu



Annual Foreign Travel Report


July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025


Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA


Director, Research Integrity & Compliance


USF Research & Innovation







• Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all 
SUS institutions to establish an 
approval and monitoring program 
for international travel.


• Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to 
submit an annual report of foreign 
travel to the Board of Governors 
(BOG) or other appropriate 
governing board.


• The BOG issued guidance stating 
the annual report must be submitted 
to the USF Board of Trustees on or 
before July 31 of each year.


Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)
People’s Republic of China


Russian Federation


Islamic Republic of Iran


Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North 


Korea)
Republic of Cuba


Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro


Syrian Arab Republic







Travel Review Process


Travel 


Request 


Created in 


Archivum 


Requests for international travel are 


screened by Research Integrity & 


Compliance (RIC).


Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party 


Screening using Visual Compliance.


RIC provides guidance if any concerns are 


identified for the entities being visited.


Canceled travel requests are reviewed to 


verify whether travel occurred.


Supervisor 


Review


Budget 


Review


Foreign 


Travel 


Screening


Final 


Departmental 


Review







• In Fiscal Year 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), Research 


Integrity & Compliance conducted a total of 1504 screenings for 


international travel* (6% increase over FY 2024)


• Of this total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC


• Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) 


involved travel to China  


• The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 


and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been 


previously identified as completed travel


* screening and travel may not occur during the same fiscal  


period


Summary







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Adam Carmer People's Republic of China Hong Kong Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON


Kyoung Cho People's Republic of China Changchun Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute


Liwang Cui People's Republic of China Kunming, Shenyang China Medical University, Kunming Medical University


Heather Judkins People's Republic of China Hong Kong Hong Kong University of Science and Technology


Frank Muller-Karger People's Republic of China Hong Kong University of Hong Kong


Seckin Ozkul People's Republic of China Beijing Tongji University


Christina Richards People's Republic of China Kunming Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden


John Robison People's Republic of China Xian Xi'an Conservatory of Music


John Robison People's Republic of China Beijing
Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing 


Perth Music Company


Isabel Romero People's Republic of China Hong Kong
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Hong Kong
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of 


Science and Technology


DaZhi Wang People's Republic of China Kunming


Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, 


Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and 


Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology


Zhigao Wang People's Republic of China Guangzhou
GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese 


Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology


Samuel Wu People's Republic of China Zhuhai, Hangzhou


International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, 


Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese 


Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and 


Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research 


Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli 


Society, Beijing Normal University 


Xinyan Yan People's Republic of China Shenzhen


China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate 


School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 


Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute 


of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of 


Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Varadero


VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of 


Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and 


Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024


(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Ilene Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education


Michael Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China
Hong Kong, 


Guangzhou
Guangzhou University


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China
Hong Kong, Shanghai, 


Xiamen


Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal 


University


John Robison People's Republic of China Xi'an Shaanxi Normal University


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Jiaxing Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana


Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / 


Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana 


International Conference Center







Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023


(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


Traveler
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited


Gert-Jan de Vreede People's Republic of China Beijing Renmin University


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Dalian


Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific 


Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and 


Computers


Tiffany Chenneville Republic of Cuba Havana Cuban Society of Psychology


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana
University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering 


and Biotechnology


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana
University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering 


and Biotechnology







Research Integrity & Compliance
Foreign Influence Team


• Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 


• Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst


• Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst
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Research Integrity & Compliance 
University of South Florida   /   3702 Spectrum Blvd., Suite 165   /   Tampa, FL 33612   /   813-974-5638 


July 24, 2025 


Trustee Sandra Callahan 


University of South Florida 


Office of the Board of Trustees Operations 


4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CGS301 


Tampa, FL 33620 


 


Re: Annual Foreign Travel Report 


 


Dear Trustee Callahan: 


 


Effective July 1, 2022, Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions, 


required all State University System institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program 


for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual 


report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors 


(BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In April 2022, the BOG issued guidance clarifying 


that the annual foreign travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees each July 


31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report and covers 


the fiscal period from July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. The report also includes additional 


travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been 


previously identified as completed travel and therefore are being reported now. 


 


Please let me know if I may answer any questions. 


 


Respectfully, 


 


 


 


 


Jason G. Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA 


Director, Research Integrity & Compliance 


 


Encl. 


 


cc: Sylvia Thomas, PhD, Vice President for Research & Innovation 


      Keith Anderson, MS, CRA, Associate Vice President for Research & Innovation 


      Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 


      Kiki Caruson, PhD, Vice President for USF World      


      Caroline Fultz-Carver, PhD, MHA, CCEP, Chief Compliance Officer 


      Jorge A. Rodriguez, MSEd, CCEP, Associate Compliance Officer 


      Oriana Thomas, MBA, Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence  
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 
 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Adam Carmer People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 


Hotel ICON 


Kyoung Cho People's Republic of China Changchun 
Changchun Normal University, 


Changchun Music Institute 


Liwang Cui People's Republic of China 
Kunming, 


Shenyang 


China Medical University, Kunming 


Medical University 


Heather Judkins People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


Frank Muller-Karger People's Republic of China Hong Kong University of Hong Kong 


Seckin Ozkul People's Republic of China Beijing Tongji University 


Christina Richards People's Republic of China Kunming 
Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical 


Garden 


John Robison People's Republic of China Xian Xi'an Conservatory of Music 


John Robison People's Republic of China Beijing 


 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha 


Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music 


Company 


Isabel Romero People's Republic of China Hong Kong 
Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Hong Kong 


Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 


Hong Kong University of Science and 


Technology 


DaZhi Wang People's Republic of China Kunming 


Chinese Biological Investigators Society, 


Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical 


University, Chinese Society of 


Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, 


Chinese Society of Cell Biology 


Zhigao Wang People's Republic of China Guangzhou 


GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF 


Superfamily Conference, Chinese 


Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese 


Society for Cell Biology 


Samuel Wu People's Republic of China 
Zhuhai, 


Hangzhou 


International Chinese Statistical 


Association, Zhejiang University, Joint 


Conference on Statistics and Data 


Science in China, Chinese Society of 


Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of 


Probability and Statistics, National 


Industrial Statistics Teaching and 


Research Association, Chinese Society 


of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli 


Society, Beijing Normal University  
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Xinyan Yan People's Republic of China Shenzhen 


China International Conference in 


Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School 


of Business, The Chinese University of 


Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data 


Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute 


of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong 


University, Southern University of 


Science and Technology, Chinese 


Association of Finance 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Varadero 


VII International Congress on 


Comprehensive Management of 


Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, 


Palacio de la Convenciones 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 


(travel not previously included in the 2024 report) 


 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Ilene Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai 
Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood 


Education 


Michael Berson People's Republic of China Shanghai 
Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood 


Education 


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China 
Hong Kong, 


Guangzhou 
Guangzhou University 


Chi-Keung Fung People's Republic of China 
Hong Kong, 


Shanghai, Xiamen 


Shanghai Conservatory of Music / 


Jimei University / Anhui Normal 


University 


John Robison People's Republic of China Xi'an Shaanxi Normal University 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Jiaxing 
Yangtze Delta Region Research 


Institute of Tsinghua University 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 


Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban 


Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-


Mexico International Symposium on 


Obesity / Havana International 


Conference Center 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report 


July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023 
(travel not previously included in the 2023 report) 


 


 


Traveler 
Foreign Country of 


Concern Visited 
City(ies) Visited Institution(s) Visited 


Gert-Jan de Vreede People's Republic of China Beijing Renmin University 


Yicheng Tu People's Republic of China Dalian 


Beijing University of Technology / 2023 


Asia-Pacific Conference on Image 


Processing, Electronics and Computers 


Tiffany Chenneville Republic of Cuba Havana Cuban Society of Psychology 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 
University of Havana / Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 


Gabriel Picone Republic of Cuba Havana 
University of Havana / Center for 


Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance

USF Research & Innovation





Legislative Requirements



Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel.



Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of foreign travel to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board.



The BOG issued guidance stating the annual report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees on or before July 31 of each year.



Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)



People’s Republic of China

Russian Federation

Islamic Republic of Iran

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea)

Republic of Cuba

Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro

Syrian Arab Republic
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Travel Review Process

Travel Request Created in Archivum 



Requests for international travel are screened by Research Integrity & Compliance (RIC).



Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party Screening using Visual Compliance.



RIC provides guidance if any concerns are identified for the entities being visited.



Canceled travel requests are reviewed to verify whether travel occurred.

Supervisor Review

Budget Review



Foreign Travel Screening





Final Departmental Review







Flowchart assumes approval at each stage. Will note that travel may be sent back for review/disapproved at any step. Flowchart represents current order of operations, which will be subject to change.

Traveler signs an attestation acknowledging review of several USF policies including, among others, Export Controls and policies governing international travel, including with USF property (to be noted verbally).
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In fiscal period 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), RIC conducted a total of 1504 screenings for international travel (a 6% increase over FY 2024). Of this total, 18 (1.2%) involved an FCOC



Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 17 (94%) involved travel to China 



The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been previously identified as completed travel





Summary
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Adam Carmer		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON

		Kyoung Cho		People's Republic of China		Changchun		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute

		Liwang Cui		People's Republic of China		Kunming, Shenyang		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University

		Heather Judkins		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		Frank Muller-Karger		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		University of Hong Kong

		Seckin Ozkul		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Tongji University

		Christina Richards		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xian		Xi'an Conservatory of Music

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Beijing		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company

		Isabel Romero		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		DaZhi Wang		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology

		Zhigao Wang		People's Republic of China		Guangzhou		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology

		Samuel Wu		People's Republic of China		Zhuhai, Hangzhou		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 

		Xinyan Yan		People's Republic of China		Shenzhen		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Varadero		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024
(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Ilene Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Michael Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Guangzhou		Guangzhou University

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xi'an		Shaanxi Normal University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Jiaxing		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023
(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Gert-Jan de Vreede		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Renmin University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Dalian		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers

		Tiffany Chenneville		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Psychology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases, RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Research Integrity & Compliance
 Foreign Influence Team

Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 

Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst

Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst







Acknowledge RIC Staff
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July XX, 2025

Trustee Sandra Callahan

University of South Florida

Office of the Board of Trustees Operations

4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CGS301

Tampa, FL 33620



Re:	Annual Foreign Travel Report



Dear Trustee Callahan:



Effective July 1, 2022, Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions, required all State University System institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In April 2022, the BOG issued guidance clarifying that the annual foreign travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees each July 31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report and covers the fiscal period from July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that, although reviewed and approved, had not been previously identified as completed travel and therefore are being reported now.



Please let me know if I may answer any questions.


Respectfully,








Jason G. Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance



Encl.



cc: Sylvia Thomas, PhD, Vice President for Research & Innovation

      Keith Anderson, MS, CRA, Associate Vice President for Research & Innovation

      Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer

      Kiki Caruson, PhD, Vice President for USF World     

      Caroline Fultz-Carver, PhD, MHA, CCEP, Chief Compliance Officer

      Jorge A. Rodriguez, MSEd, CCEP, Associate Compliance Officer

      Oriana Thomas, MBA, Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence 







Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025



		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Adam Carmer

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON



		Kyoung Cho

		People's Republic of China

		Changchun

		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute



		Liwang Cui

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming, Shenyang

		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University



		Heather Judkins

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		Frank Muller-Karger

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		University of Hong Kong



		Seckin Ozkul

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		Tongji University



		Christina Richards

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming

		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Xian

		Xi'an Conservatory of Music



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company



		Isabel Romero

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		DaZhi Wang

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming

		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology



		Zhigao Wang

		People's Republic of China

		Guangzhou

		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology



		Samuel Wu

		People's Republic of China

		Zhuhai, Hangzhou

		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 



		Xinyan Yan

		People's Republic of China

		Shenzhen

		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Varadero

		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones









































































Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

(travel not previously included in the 2024 report)



		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Ilene Berson

		People's Republic of China

		Shanghai

		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education



		Michael Berson

		People's Republic of China

		Shanghai

		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education



		Chi-Keung Fung

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong, Guangzhou

		Guangzhou University



		Chi-Keung Fung

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen

		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Xi'an

		Shaanxi Normal University



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Jiaxing

		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center

























































Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

(travel not previously included in the 2023 report)





		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Gert-Jan de Vreede

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		Renmin University



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Dalian

		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers



		Tiffany Chenneville

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		Cuban Society of Psychology



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology
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“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2025 8:33 AM
To: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: OCE Final Documents - FCOC Annual Travel Report

Caroline and I discussed the addition of language addressing the fact that other travel had been
reviewed and approved but not identified as completed travel. This has been included in my report
and my presentation.

Since the other bullet points I included do not pertain to that issue, I kept them as is.

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA, PMP
Director, Research Integrity & Compliance
University of South Florida
Tampa Campus
813-974-2302



USF Research Integrity and Compliance

From: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2025 8:16 AM
To: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: OCE Final Documents - FCOC Annual Travel Report

Dear Jay,

Thank you for this email! I notice that the PDF presentation is different from the Presentation
that OCE Leadership sent to me to forward to you for final signature (attached).

May I have the reason for this if Jorge or Caroline ask me?

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jramage@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu


“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 

From: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2025 7:03 AM
To: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Subject: RE: OCE Final Documents - FCOC Annual Travel Report

Here are the updated letter and PDF of the presentation, with the added language that Caroline and
I discussed yesterday. There was no change to the coversheet.

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA, PMP
Director, Research Integrity & Compliance
University of South Florida
Tampa Campus
813-974-2302

USF Research Integrity and Compliance

From: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2025 5:05 PM
To: Jay Ramage <jramage@usf.edu>
Subject: OCE Final Documents - FCOC Annual Travel Report
Importance: High

Dear Jay,

mailto:jramage@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/research-innovation/research-integrity-compliance/
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jramage@usf.edu


At the request of OCE Leadership, please see the attached coversheet, report, and
presentation for final signature.

Once signed, OCE will facilitate the transfer to the appropriate offices. 

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu


Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 



From: Oriana Thomas
To: Jorge Rodriguez
Subject: RIC Annual Report Docs
Date: Thursday, July 17, 2025 12:08:11 PM
Attachments: Response to RIC Draft 2025717.docx

image001.png
image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png
image007.png
image008.png
FCOC Travel Annual Report 2025_DRAFT_20250716_JR_ojtedits.pptx
RIC Annual Travel Report 2025_DRAFT_20250716_JR_ojtedits.docx

Good day Jorge,

Please see the attached RIC Annual Travel Report and Presentation with the edits we
discussed.

Additionally, please see my drafted response to RIC.

As always, I look forward to your feedback and guidance.

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:jorgerodrigu@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu

Dear Jay,



Again, thank you for providing RICs information ahead of schedule. I have finished my review with minor revisions to the report and PowerPoint. 

Please see a summary of the revisions below.

Annual Report:

· I added Jorge A. Rodriguez to the CC line and removed Marcia Taylor.

· I reformatted the table and sorted the entries by FCOC (China then Cuba).

· I removed the header and footer after the first page. 

Annual Presentation:

· I revised the Travel Review Process to reflect the key points of the new workflow (RIC approval before Supervisor approval).

· In the summary slide it was mentioned that there were 18 travels to FCOC, but the report had 16 travels. I changed the number to reflect the report and edited the percentages accordingly. 

· I removed the asterisked point and footnote – Although it is a great talking point, I thought it better to remove from the visual.

· I removed the statement regarding the audit – Again, it is a great talking point, but I did not think it was necessary for the visual. 
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Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

Jay Ramage, PhD, MS, MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance

USF Research & Innovation





Florida Statute 1010.36 requires all SUS institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel.

Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of foreign travel to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board.

The BOG issued guidance stating the annual report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees on or before July 31 of each year.



Foreign Countries of Concern (FCOC)

People’s Republic of China

Russian Federation

Islamic Republic of Iran

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea)

Republic of Cuba

Venezuelan regime of Nicolás Maduro

Syrian Arab Republic









2



Travel Review Process

Travel Request Created in Archivum 



Requests for international travel are screened by Research Integrity & Compliance (RIC).



Institutions are subject to a Restricted Party Screening using Visual Compliance.



RIC provides guidance if any concerns are identified for the entities being visited.



Canceled travel requests are reviewed to verify whether travel occurred.

Supervisor Review

Budget Review



Foreign Travel Screening





Final Departmental Review







Flowchart assumes approval at each stage. Will note that travel may be sent back for review/disapproved at any step. Flowchart represents current order of operations, which will be subject to change.

Traveler signs an attestation acknowledging review of several USF policies including, among others, Export Controls and policies governing international travel, including with USF property (to be noted verbally).
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In Fiscal Year 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025), Research Integrity & Compliance conducted a total of 1504 screenings for international travel* (6% increase over FY 2024)

Of this total, 16 (1%) involved an FCOC

Of FCOC travel, 1 (6%) involved travel to Cuba and 15 (94%) involved travel to China  





Summary
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Adam Carmer		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON

		Kyoung Cho		People's Republic of China		Changchun		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute

		Liwang Cui		People's Republic of China		Kunming, Shenyang		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University

		Heather Judkins		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		Frank Muller-Karger		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		University of Hong Kong

		Seckin Ozkul		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Tongji University

		Christina Richards		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xian		Xi'an Conservatory of Music

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Beijing		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company

		Isabel Romero		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (continued)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

		DaZhi Wang		People's Republic of China		Kunming		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology

		Zhigao Wang		People's Republic of China		Guangzhou		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology

		Samuel Wu		People's Republic of China		Zhuhai, Hangzhou		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 

		Xinyan Yan		People's Republic of China		Shenzhen		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Varadero		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024
(travel not previously reported on FY2024 annual report)

		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Ilene Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Michael Berson		People's Republic of China		Shanghai		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Guangzhou		Guangzhou University

		Chi-Keung Fung		People's Republic of China		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University

		John Robison		People's Republic of China		Xi'an		Shaanxi Normal University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Jiaxing		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.

7



Annual Foreign Travel Report
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023
(travel not previously reported on FY2023 annual report)


		Traveler		Foreign Country of Concern Visited		City(ies) Visited		Institution(s) Visited

		Gert-Jan de Vreede		People's Republic of China		Beijing		Renmin University

		Yicheng Tu		People's Republic of China		Dalian		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers

		Tiffany Chenneville		Republic of Cuba		Havana		Cuban Society of Psychology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

		Gabriel Picone		Republic of Cuba		Havana		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology









Traveler may list points of contact and in such cases RIC will screen them through Visual Compliance. POCs not required on annual report.
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Research Integrity & Compliance
 Foreign Influence Team

Fred Pflueger, PhD, Export Control Officer 

Mitchell McNelly, MA, Senior Foreign Influence Analyst

Urika DelVecchio, MA, Foreign Influence Analyst







Acknowledge RIC Staff
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July 21, 2025

Trustee Sandra Callahan

University of South Florida

Office of the Board of Trustees Operations

4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CGS301

Tampa, FL 33620



Re:	Annual Foreign Travel Report



Dear Trustee Callahan:



Effective July 1, 2022, Florida Statute 1010.36, Foreign Travel and Research Institutions required all State University System institutions to establish an approval and monitoring program for international travel by January 1, 2022. Section 1010.36(4) requires USF to submit an annual report of employment-related foreign travel to countries of concern to the Board of Governors (BOG) or other appropriate governing board. In April of 2022, the BOG issued guidance clarifying that the annual foreign travel report must be submitted to the USF Board of Trustees each July 31, beginning in 2022. The attached report represents the annual foreign travel report and covers the fiscal period from July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. The report also includes additional travel in fiscal periods 2023 and 2024 that were not previously identified and reported.



Please let me know if I may answer any questions.


Respectfully,








Jason G. Ramage, Ph.D., M.S., MBA

Director, Research Integrity & Compliance



Encl.



cc: Sylvia Thomas, Ph.D., Vice President for Research & Innovation

      Keith Anderson, MS, CRA, Associate Vice President for Research & Innovation

      Fred Pflueger, Ph.D., Export Control Officer     

      Caroline Fultz-Carver, Ph.D., CCEP, Chief Compliance Officer

      Jorge A. Rodriguez, M.S.Ed., CCEP, Associate Compliance Officer

      Oriana Thomas, MBA., Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence 









Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025



		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Adam Carmer

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hotel ICON



		Kyoung Cho

		People's Republic of China

		Changchun

		Changchun Normal University, Changchun Music Institute



		Liwang Cui

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming, Shenyang

		China Medical University, Kunming Medical University



		Heather Judkins

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		Frank Muller-Karger

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		University of Hong Kong



		Seckin Ozkul

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		Tongji University



		Christina Richards

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming

		Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Xian

		Xi'an Conservatory of Music



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		 Central Conservatory of Music, Yansha Shopping Mall, Beijing Perth Music Company



		Isabel Romero

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong

		Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology



		DaZhi Wang

		People's Republic of China

		Kunming

		Chinese Biological Investigators Society, Guizhou University, Guizhou Medical University, Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Chinese Society of Cell Biology



		Zhigao Wang

		People's Republic of China

		Guangzhou

		GuangZhou Laboratory, TNF Superfamily Conference, Chinese Society for Cell Death Research, Chinese Society for Cell Biology



		Samuel Wu

		People's Republic of China

		Zhuhai, Hangzhou

		International Chinese Statistical Association, Zhejiang University, Joint Conference on Statistics and Data Science in China, Chinese Society of Survey Statistics, Chinese Society of Probability and Statistics, National Industrial Statistics Teaching and Research Association, Chinese Society of Business Statistics, The Bernoulli Society, Beijing Normal University 



		Xinyan Yan

		People's Republic of China

		Shenzhen

		China International Conference in Finance, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen Institute of Data Economy, Shanghai Advanced Institute of Finance, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology, Chinese Association of Finance



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Varadero

		VII International Congress on Comprehensive Management of Complex Ulcers and Wounds, Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Palacio de la Convenciones









































































Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

(travel not previously included in the 2024 report)



		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Ilene Berson

		People's Republic of China

		Shanghai

		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education



		Michael Berson

		People's Republic of China

		Shanghai

		Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education



		Chi-Keung Fung

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong, Guangzhou

		Guangzhou University



		Chi-Keung Fung

		People's Republic of China

		Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xiamen

		Shanghai Conservatory of Music / Jimei University / Anhui Normal University



		John Robison

		People's Republic of China

		Xi'an

		Shaanxi Normal University



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Jiaxing

		Yangtze Delta Region Research Institute of Tsinghua University



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		Cuban Society of Cardiology / Cuban Congress of Endocrinology / Cuba-Mexico International Symposium on Obesity / Havana International Conference Center

























































Annual Foreign Travel Report

July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

(travel not previously included in the 2023 report)





		Traveler

		Foreign Country of Concern Visited

		City(ies) Visited

		Institution(s) Visited



		Gert-Jan de Vreede

		People's Republic of China

		Beijing

		Renmin University



		Yicheng Tu

		People's Republic of China

		Dalian

		Beijing University of Technology / 2023 Asia-Pacific Conference on Image Processing, Electronics and Computers



		Tiffany Chenneville

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		Cuban Society of Psychology



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology



		Gabriel Picone

		Republic of Cuba

		Havana

		University of Havana / Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology
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“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 



From: Charbel Barakat
To: Oriana Thomas
Cc: Kiara Gayle; Jorge Rodriguez
Subject: Re: USF Board of Trustees Request - Picone Travel Executive Summary
Date: Saturday, August 16, 2025 8:00:19 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
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image007.png
image008.png
image.png

Oriana, thank you for the prompt follow-up, and for the thorough report.

I appreciate the background on Dr. Picone's expertise and research. 

As you know, the Cuban government maintains a robust surveillance and intelligence
apparatus, which includes monitoring visitors and academics. I am sensitive to any situation
that would unduly expose our colleagues to such risks. Given those risks, I'm glad to hear that
Dr. Picone doesn't plan to travel to Cuba in the future. 

I am optimistic that he'll be able to find comparable opportunities to study global health
economics expertise elsewhere. 

Again, thanks. 

CHARBEL J BARAKAT
Trustee, University of South Florida

Email: CBarakat@usf.edu

From: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Sent: Friday, August 15, 2025 10:00 AM
To: Charbel Barakat <cbarakat@usf.edu>
Cc: Kiara Gayle <kguzzo@usf.edu>; Jorge Rodriguez <jorgerodrigu@usf.edu>
Subject: USF Board of Trustees Request - Picone Travel Executive Summary

Dear Trustee Barakat,

mailto:cbarakat@usf.edu
mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
mailto:kguzzo@usf.edu
mailto:jorgerodrigu@usf.edu
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgousfbulls.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjorgerodrigu%40usf.edu%7Ccc7e471dd4474b12225b08dddcbc7541%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638909424187982340%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nMV%2B7HRE0Qg767hy9fh1cOI9PraOYGFWAtMBeukLviQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:MichaelSKelly@usf.edu
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I hope this message finds you well. I was tasked with drafting an executive summary to
address Dr. Picone’s travel to Cuba as discussed in the Annual Travel Report.

Dr. Gabriel Picone, Chair and Professor of Economics at the University of South Florida (USF),
is a recognized expert in health economics. Between 2022 and 2024, he actively participated
in a series of health-related conferences in Cuba. These engagements were self-funded and
aimed at advancing academic research and fostering international collaboration in the areas of
diabetes and wound care.

Additional information can be found in the attached Memo.

Thank you and have a wonderful day.

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!

mailto:ojthomas@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/compliance-ethics/foreign-influence/index.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/chat/0/0?users=ojthomas@usf.edu


“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 
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Oriana, thank you for the prompt follow-up, and for the thorough report.

I appreciate the background on Dr. Picone's expertise and research. 

As you know, the Cuban government maintains a robust surveillance and intelligence
apparatus, which includes monitoring visitors and academics. I am sensitive to any situation
that would unduly expose our colleagues to such risks. Given those risks, I'm glad to hear that
Dr. Picone doesn't plan to travel to Cuba in the future. 

I am optimistic that he'll be able to find comparable opportunities to study global health
economics expertise elsewhere. 

Again, thanks. 

CHARBEL J BARAKAT
Trustee, University of South Florida

Email: CBarakat@usf.edu

From: Oriana Thomas <ojthomas@usf.edu>
Sent: Friday, August 15, 2025 10:00 AM
To: Charbel Barakat <cbarakat@usf.edu>
Cc: Kiara Gayle <kguzzo@usf.edu>; Jorge Rodriguez <jorgerodrigu@usf.edu>
Subject: USF Board of Trustees Request - Picone Travel Executive Summary

Dear Trustee Barakat,
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I hope this message finds you well. I was tasked with drafting an executive summary to
address Dr. Picone’s travel to Cuba as discussed in the Annual Travel Report.

Dr. Gabriel Picone, Chair and Professor of Economics at the University of South Florida (USF),
is a recognized expert in health economics. Between 2022 and 2024, he actively participated
in a series of health-related conferences in Cuba. These engagements were self-funded and
aimed at advancing academic research and fostering international collaboration in the areas of
diabetes and wound care.

Additional information can be found in the attached Memo.

Thank you and have a wonderful day.

Best wishes, 
Oriana 

Oriana Thomas, MBA
Assistant Compliance Officer – Foreign Influence Compliance
Office of Compliance and Ethics
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 172
Tampa, FL 33620
University of South Florida 
813-974-0639
ojthomas@usf.edu
Website: Foreign Influence Compliance | Office of Compliance & Ethics | USF

Chat with me on TEAMS!
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“You see, our glorious diversity – our diversity of faiths, and colors and creeds―that is not a threat to
who we are, it makes us who we are.” – Michelle Obama 

Note:  Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state employees
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail
communications may, therefore, be subject to public disclosure. 
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